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Children at Home 


Marita’s Gift 
A story of the Philippines 
By Esther Miller Payler 


ARITA had no money and it was 

Saturday evening. She did not 
know any place to work to earn any. 
Her father had gone out fishing in his 
banca. Her mother had gone to the big 
market across the river. Usually she 
had a five centavo note to put into the 
collection plate at the mission. 

“I cannot go to the mission if I have 
nothing to give,” Marita said as she sat 
cross-legged on the floor and looked out 
at the palms, which made a sighing 
sound as the leaves blew back and 
forth. She sighed with them. 

All week Marita looked forward to 
going to the mission and hearing about 
Jesus and singing Gospel songs. She 
walked along the dusty road and al- 
ways clutched her five centavo note in 
her brown hand. Tomorrow she would 
have none. 

“I give Jesus my love and my heart,” 
sighed Marita, “but I want to help with 
the new church and to pay the preacher 
and the missionary we send to other 
islands to tell about Jesus.” 

Marita climbed down the ladder from 
their house, which stood up on stilts. 
It was made of bamboo and nipa. Sud- 
denly a bantam chicken scurried across 
right in front of Marita’s bare feet. 
“Oh, my little black and white hen!” 
cried Marita. “Maybe there’s an egg 
in her nest.” The warm hollow in the 
straw was empty. 

“Maybe in the morning there will be 
an egg,” said Marita to herself as there 
was no one else to talk to. 

Marita scrambled up the ladder and 
curled up on her sleeping mat. She 
woke when the sun hit her eyes in the 


morning. 
Without waiting to eat, Marita 
climbed down the ladder. She ran to 


the nest. Her little hen was sitting on 
it. As Marita spoke to her, the little 
hen rolled her bright eyes at her, but 
kept sitting. “Please, oh, please, hen 
lay an egg for Jesus and His church.” 

The sun was out of the river now 
and up in the sky. “I will be late if I 
do not hurry,” said Marita. She got 
some fruit and ate it. 

The little hen got up from the nest 
and stretched her leg and waddled off 
cackling. “Thank you, my little hen,” 
said Marita lifting the warm brown egg 
from the nest. 

As she ran down the road, she tripped 
over a cocoanut. She was afraid to 
look in her hand that held the egg. 
“Oh, it did not break!” said Marita. 
“I must watch where I am going, for if 
I break this egg, I shall have nothing 
to give to Jesus.” 
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The sun was hot by the time Marita 
got to the mission church, but they 
had not begun to sing and other people 
were going in, so she knew she was not 
late. 

Marita sang happily. When the others 
put centavos and pesos on the collection 
plate, Marita carefully laid her hen’s 
egg among them. “It’s all I have, 
Jesus,” she whispered. 

When the ushers held the collection 
plates in front of him, the missionary, 
Mr. Blake, smiled directly at her before 
he prayed. Marita felt warm and 
happy inside. She had given a gift to 
Jesus and His church. 
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Two Called Home 


R. DONALD GREY BARNHOUSE, 

internationally known Bible exposi- 
tor, passed away on November 5. He 
had undergone surgery for the removal 
of an extensive brain tumor on October 
8. He was 65. 

A forceful figure on the religious 
scene for more than 35 years, Dr. Barn- 
house was one of the nation’s best-known 
voices for evangelical Protestantism. He 
had been broadcasting on a nationwide 
basis since 1927. At the time of his 
passing, he was the featured speaker on 
the NBC network program, “The Bible 
Study Hour.” He had appeared in a 
series on the television program, “Man 
to Man.” For thirty-three years Dr. 
Barnhouse was minister of Philadelphia’s 
historic Tenth Presbyterian Church and 
in recent years editor-in-chief of Eter- 
nity magazine. Because of his unique 
gifts as a preacher and Bible teacher, 
Dr. Barnhouse had spoken in some of 
the outstanding pulpits in the land. 

Dr. Barnhouse was born in Watson- 
ville, California, March 28, 1895, where 
he attended local schools and later stud- 
ied under the late Dr. R. A. Torrey at 
the Bible Institute of Los Angeles. 

After studying at the University of 
Chicago, Princeton University, and 
Princeton Theological Seminary, Dr. 
Barnhouse served as a first lieutenant in 
the Army Flying Corps during World 
War I. After the war, he served as a 
missionary of the Belgian Gospel Mission. 

Returning to the United States in 1925, 
he taught at the University of Pennsyl- 
vania while he served as minister of 
Grace Presbyterian Church, Philadel- 
phia. 

He was the author of a dozen books, 
including the book for parents and 
teachers, “Teaching the Word of Truth,” 
of which more than 150,000 copies have 
been sold and which has been translated 
into more than a dozen languages. 

The funeral service was conducted by 
the Reverend Dr. Robert Lamont, min- 
ister of Pittsburgh’s First Presbyterian 
Church, on Wednesday evening, Novem- 
ber 9, at Tenth Presbyterian Church. 

Dr. Barnhouse is survived by his sec- 
ond wife, Mrs. Margaret Nuckols Bell 
Barnhouse, and the four children of his 
first marriage. Dr. Barnhouse’s first 
wife, Ruth Tiffany, died in 1944. 
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R. PERCY B. CRAWFORD was 

called Home on October 31, after 
being stricken with a heart attack while 
motoring to a preaching mission in 
Lancaster, Pa. Afflicted in a restaurant 
on the New Jersey Turnpike, he was 
given oxygen and rushed to St. Francis 
Hospita! in Trenton. His wife and life- 
long helpmate, Ruth, was traveling with 
him. 

Percy Crawford was born into the 
home of a severe Christian blacksmith 
October 20, 1902. After a period of re- 
bellion against his strict background, 
he was converted in 1923. 

Following his conversion, Dr. Craw- 
ford attended the Bible Institute of Los 
Angeles, the University of California, 
Wheaton College, the University of 
Pennsylvania, and Westminster Semi- 
nary, Philadelphia. He held the BA, 
M.A., Th.B., and D.D. degrees. 

For 29 years Dr. Crawford was heard 
on radio, pioneering in youth work. 
Years before undenominational Chris- 


(Continued on page 940) 
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Dangerous Reasoning 


Only in the light of the Bible is it safe for us to reason 
about spiritual matters. Without God our reasoning powers 
are likely to lead us astray. There are several Scriptural 
examples of this. The rich fool who decided to build bigger 
barns left God out of his thinking. “He thought within 
himself,” and in the space of three verses in the record he 
used the personal pronoun “I” six times and “my” four 
times; but he did not mention God. Then, like a thunder- 
clap, came the divine message, ““Thou fool, this night thy 
soul shall be required of thee: then whose shall those things 
be, which thou hast provided?” (Luke 12:17, 20.) It is 
not a sin to build bigger barns, but this man missed God’s 
plan. The Pharisee in the Temple “prayed thus with him- 
self . . .”; and though he began with the name of God, 
as a polite opening, he used the personal pronoun “I” five 
times, and did not again mention the Lord (Luke 18:9-14). 
He missed God’s righteousness. When the Lord Jesus warned 
His disciples against the leaven of the Pharisees and Sad- 
ducees, instead of asking Him at once just what He meant, 
“they reasoned among themselves” and worked out a mate- 
rial explanation. Thus they missed Christ’s interpretation, 
which He soon gave them (Matt. 16:6-12). When the 
scribes accused Christ of blasphemy because He told the 
palsied man his sins were forgiven, the Lord asked them, 
“Why reason ye these things in your hearts?” (Mark 2:8.) 
He then gave evidence of His deity by healing the man. 


After the Transfiguration, when the Lord Jesus foretold 
His death, His disciples did not understand Him, “‘and they 
feared to ask him of that saying.” At once they went 
off on a tangent and “there arose a reasoning among them, 
which of them should be the greatest” (Luke 9:44-46). 
Knowing the thoughts of their hearts, the Lord Jesus took 
a child and taught them a lesson in humility. King Nebu- 
chadnezzar was out of his mind for a time. But when he 
had learned needful lessons, he looked up to Heaven and 
honored God; then his understanding and his reason returned 
to him (Dan. 4:34, 36). Reason is a God-given faculty, 
and is very useful when it is under His control. 
with great condescension and mercy, God invites us to 
reason with Him: “Come now, and let us reason together, 
saith the Lord: though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be 
as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall 
be as wool” (Isa. 1:18). The only conclusion to which this 
kind of reasoning can bring us is that we are lost sinners 
and can find our salvation only through God’s plan. There- 
fore, in reasoning in our own minds, or with others, we must 
be careful as far as possible to keep in mind all the teaching 
of Scripture, and to test our conclusions by the Bible. 


Moreover, 


Blind unbelief is sure to err, 

And scan His work in vain; 
God is His own interpreter, 

And He will make it plain. 
—Cowper 
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Withstanding God 


By Douglas C. Hartley 
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— YE continue in my word, then 
are ye my disciples indeed.” Thus 
Jesus described those who are 
really His, the earnest desire of every 
believer. Nevertheless, at some time in 
their Christian experience most must 
stand convicted of withstanding God, 
though not necessarily willfully as sug- 
gested in Jonah 1:2, 3a. 

Without exception the fault lies in 
giving place to human desire, rather 
than Holy Spirit guidance. We may 
learn to avoid these failures by careful 
study of the experiences of men of God, 
called out for special purposes down 
through the ages, as recorded in God’s 
Word. It may well be said of some 
that “they finished the course,” others 
died in willful rebellion. 

PETER’S MISUNDERSTANDING CLEARED 

The Apostle Peter affords a classic 
example in Acts 11, where the accusa- 





didst eat with them” (v. 3). There was 
a time when Peter would have revolted 
against such association, mistakenly 
thinking it contrary to God’s_ will. 
Through the vision of the great sheet 
containing all manner of beasts and 
birds and creeping things let down from 
heaven, the invitation to arise, slay, and 
eat, thrice repeated and as many times 
refused as unclean, and God’s word that 
what He had cleansed was not com- 
mon (v. 9), Peter learned that the gift 
of salvation was as freely offered to 
the Gentiles as to the Jews. 

“Forasmuch then as God gave them 
the like gift as he did unto us, who 
believed on the Lord Jesus Christ”; said 
Peter, “what was I, that I could with- 
stand God?” (v. 17.) And so, as 
Peter responded fully to the expressed 





wiH of God, he experienced so clearly 
the protecting hand of the Almighty in 
delivering Him from prison “out of the 
hand of Herod, and from all expectation 
of the people of the Jews.” Earnest 
belief is not enough: every traditional 
or preconceived idea must be aban- 
doned to clear the channel for Holy 
Spirit revelation. 


SavuL oF Tarsus, SINCERE BUT WRONG 


Saul of Tarsus, exceptionally zealous 
of the traditions of his fathers and fol- 
lowing in the accepted manner of the 
Jews’ religion, “beyond measure .. . per- 
S5ecuted the church of God, and wasted 
it” (Gal. 1:13). He sincerely believed 
he was serving and pleasing God until 
it pleased God, who, unknown to him, 
had separated and called him while yet 
unborn, to reveal His Son that Saul 
might preach Him among the heathen. 
Thus Saul, later renamed Paul, was 
guilty of withstanding God until he 
learned that the mercy of God, and that 
perfect expression of His will in con- 
secrated service, is “not of him that 
willeth, nor of him that runneth, but of 
God that sheweth mercy” (Rom. 9:16). 


Kinc SAUL, VIcTIM OF DISOBEDIENCE 


Another Saul, chosen of God to be 
captain and sovereign over His people 
Israel, and on whom the Spirit of God 
was to come and thereby turn him into 
another man, was so humble that, when 
Samuel was about to present him to the 
people as their king, he could not be 
found until the Lord answered, “Be- 
hold, he hath hid himself among the 
stuff.” Surely such a one would never 
withstand God! 

Yet Saul had reigned only a few 
short years when he failed in a time 
of testing, following what was right in 
his own eyes rather than obeying the 
commandment of God. Said _ the 
Prophet Samuel, “Thou hast done fool- 
ishly: thou hast not kept the command- 
ment of the Lord thy God, which he 
commanded thee: for now would the 
Lord have established thy kingdom 
upon Israel for ever. But now thy king- 
dom shall not continue: the Lord hath 
sought him a man after his own heart, 
and the Lord hath commanded him to 
be captain over his people, because thou 
hast not kept that which the Lord com- 
manded thee” (1 Sam. 13:13, 14). 


SAvuL’s DISOBEDIENCE Was WILLFUL 


King Saul withstood God willfully, 
and in his boldness reached the point 
where he lied to the prophet. “Blessed 
be thou of the Lord: I have performed 
the commandment of the Lord” (1 Sam- 
uel 15:13). “Yea, I have obeyed the 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“When thou passest through the 
waters, I will be with thee; and 
through the rivers, they shall not 
overflow thee: when thou walkest 
through the fire, thou shalt not be 
burned; neither shall the flame 
kindle upon thee” (Isa. 43:2). 
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voice of the Lord, and have gone the 
way the Lord sent me. . . But the 
people took of the spoil . . which 
should have been utterly destroyed, to 
sacrifice unto the Lord thy God in 
Gilgal” (vv. 20, 21). 

Note that Saul said “thy God,” not 
“my God.” As the Lord’s anointed he 
was bound to set Israel a proper ex- 
ample. Samuel’s answer was prophetic 
of our Lord’s pronouncement of true dis- 
cipleship: “Hath the Lord as great de- 
light in burnt offering and sacrifices, as 
in obeying the voice of the Lord? Be- 
hold, to obey is better than sacrifice, 
and to hearken than the fat of rams. 
For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, 
and stubbornness is as iniquity and 
idolatry. Because thou hast rejected the 
word of the Lord, he hath also rejected 
thee from being king” (vv. 20-23). 

Knowingly or unwittingly putting our 
own willis before the ascertainable will 
of God is here spoken of as idolatry— 
usurping God’s rightful place of full 
priority in the hearts, minds, and pur- 
poses of those who claim to trust and 
serve Him. 

As for David, at his anointing by Sam- 
uel, we read that “the Spirit of the 
Lord came upon David from that day 
forward. . . . But the Spirit of the Lord 
departed from Saul, and an evil spirit 
from for permitted by] the Lord 
troubled [marginal—terrified] him.” 
This is a recorded warning to the will- 
fully disobedient—those who like Saul 
profess to obey God but secretly follow 
their own arrogant way. 


Davin FELL THROUGH THE FLESH 


But there is still another class that 
withstands God, as represented by 
David, that great man of great contra- 
dictions, remarkably strong, yet woe- 
fully weak, who “encouraged himself 
in the Lord his God,” yet fell, through 
the flesh, an easy victim to the tempta- 
tions of the Evil One. 

We read in 2 Samuel 7 that “when the 
king sat in his house, and the Lord 
had given him rest round about from 
all his enemies,” a subtle change took 
place. An idea came to David—some- 
thing that had happened many times 
before—but in this case he departed 
from his usual practice. There was 
nothing wrong with the idea: in fact 
we have reason to believe that the Lord 
was pleased with it, but he “said unto 
Nathan the prophet, See now, I dwell 
in an house of cedar, but the ark of 
God [housing His presence] dwelleth 
within curtains. And Nathan said, Go, 
do all that is in thine heart; for the 
Lord is with thee” (v. 2). 


DANGER IN RESPONSIBILITY 


Here we have two important lessons. 
It will have occurred to the observant 
that when David was harassed and 
troubled, with nowhere to lay his head, 
when in danger from his enemies, when 
the promised throne was not yet secured 
to him, when he needed every help and 
encouragement beyond what human be- 
ings could offer him, he consistently 
took his every problem to the Lord 
in prayer, no matter how small it 
might be. Would that we were all like 


that! So far we cannot quarrel with 
David’s example, but must applaud and 
follow it. 

But now we find him king in fact, 
God had made his enemies to be at 
peace with him and had given him rest, 
As we would say today, David was suc- 
cessful. 

How we must beware prosperity! Not 
that there is anything wrong with 
achievement, with peace and rest as 
long as they do not mean quitting 
God’s service, from which there can be 
no rest while breath remains. But we 
must beware lest the pleasant tenure 
of our ways destroy the urgency to con- 
sult our God in all things, beware lest 
we consult men—even godly men—in 
place of Him who alone makes us godly 
and obedient through His dear Son. 

We repeat: there is nothing wrong 
with desiring to do some special service 
as a demonstration of thanksgiving and 
praise to God for all His goodness. But, 
as the Epistle of James so well points 
out, we “know not what shall be on 
the morrow,” but “ought to say, If the 
Lord will, we shall live, and do this, or 
that” (Jas. 4:14). Our prosperity, our 


(Continued on page 931) 
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Who Is Able To Destroy 
Soul and Body? 


In a certain magazine, a writer sug- 
gests that the one “able to destroy 
both soul and body in hell” is Satan. 
I have always believed that this re- 
fers to God. I would appreciate an 
explanation in “Notes on Open Let- 
ters.”"—An Indiana reader. 

The verse from which this Indiana 
reader quotes reads, “And fear not 
them which kill the body, but are not 
able to kill the soul: but rather fear 
him which is able to destroy both soul 
and body in hell” (Matt. 10:28). 

Nowhere in the Scriptures are we told 
to fear Satan. On the contrary, we are 
instructed to resist him and to with- 
stand him (Eph. 6:11; Jas. 4:7). James 
also tells us (4:12), where there can be 
no doubt as to the meaning, that “there 
is one lawgiver [the Lord], who is 
able to save and to destroy.” We must 
not assume from this that God is will- 
ing to destroy, for we read in 2 Peter 
3:9, “the Lord . . . is longsuffering to 
us-ward, not willing that any should 
perish, but that all should come to re- 
pentance.” But when man resists and 
rejects all of God’s calls to accept the 
way of escape He has provided in the 
Lord Jesus Christ, he must face eternity 
in hell, separated from the presence of 
God. 

It should be noted that the destruc- 
tion spoken of in Matthew 10:28 does 
not mean annihilation. The Book of 
Revelation (19:20; 20:10; 20:14, 15) 
makes this clear. 
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2. Improving or Abandoning the Faith? 


Liberalism’s offer of a more up-to-date gospel 


of a sermon in which a minister 

echoed the familiar charge of “bib- 
liolatry” against those who accept the 
plenary verbal inspiration of Scripture. 
Plenary verbal inspiration means that 
the whole Bible was written under the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit, who pro- 
tected the writers from error in their 
choice of words (2 Pet. 1:21; 2 Tim. 3: 
16). This pastor said that God spoke to 
him through the Scriptures and that he 
had found Christ through reading the 
Bible. He seemed to go above the Bible 
to Christ when he declared that Christ 
Himself is the supreme authority for our 
faith, A pious gesture! What does he 
know about Christ that he did not find 
in the Bible? . 

The only Christ we have is the One 
’ the apostles have presented in the 
Scriptures. If the apostles were not 
protected from error, then we have an 
imperfect Christ. 

Christ and the Scriptures are vitally 
linked together in many ways. He came 
in fulfillment of the Old Testament 
(John 1:45; Heb. 10:7). He endorsed 
Moses’ writings as equally creditable 
with His own words (John 5:46). In 
the temptation, He routed the Devil, 
not with a saying of His own, but with 
the written words of Moses (Matt. 4:1- 
11). Think of it! Was our Saviour lean- 
ing upon the mere words of a man in 
the hour of His temptation? Jesus 
promised the preservation of His own 
words (Matt. 24:35). Where are they 
kept if not in Scripture? 

Frank E. Gaebelein has rightly con- 
cluded, “The Christian, who in his view 
of the Bible stands on any lower ground 
than that on which his Lord stood, does 
so at his spiritual peril.” 1 


Gor: time ago I was given a copy 


A Marred Vision of God 


Those who reject the infallible Bible 
are logically led to conclude that the 
Scripture writers left us a God and a 
Christ stained with the ignorance and 
Superstition of the first century. H. H. 
Rowley,2 noting that light is changed 
by the glass through which it passes, 
observes that the writers of Scripture 
could not avoid letting their “imper- 
fections and fallibilities” affect their 
record of God’s revelation to man. In 
fact, “those same failings marred their 
own vision of Him. They had false 
ideas of God and cherished false hopes, 
and those false hopes dimmed their 
eyes. They could neither receive nor 
Communicate the perfect Word of God.” 3 





'“The Unity of the Bible,” by Frank E. 
Gaebelein, in ‘Revelation and the Bible,” Carl 
F. H. Henry, editor (Baker Book House, Grand 
Rapids 6, Mich. 1958), p. 398. 


*“The Relevance of the Bible,” by H. H. 
ari (Maemillan Co., New York 11, 1944), 


®Ibid., page 28. 


In that classic defense of the Scrip- 
tures, “Is the Higher Criticism 
Scholarly?” Dr. Robert Dick Wilson 
says: “There are, today, many pro- 
fessedly Christian writers who treat 
of the Israelitish religion as if it 
were a purely natural development. 
. . . They seem to think that they 
know better what the Scriptures 
ought to have been than the proph- 
ets and apostles, and even the Lord 
Himself!” 

It is an easy step, Mr. Price shows 
in this second article in his series, 
from such a position to the modern 
attempt to present the Christian 
faith as “a growing heritage con- 
stantly improving to meet the new 
challenges of each rising genera- 
tion.” 

In his third and final article, Mr. 
Price will discuss, “Is the Bible True, 
but not Essential?” 








Strangely enough those who thus 
abandon the Bible and its Christ usually 
consider that they are improving the 
Christian faith, not departing from it. 

Listening to a network religious 
broadcast one morning, I heard this de- 
parture from Christian faith presented 
in the most appealing light. The min- 
ister spoke on “Our Faith: Heritage or 
Heirloom?” To hold the New Testament 
as the standard for Christian faith, he 
said, is like clinging to the horse and 
buggy as the last word in transporta- 
tion. Faith, he went on, is not holding 
a fixed set of religious beliefs that the 
apostles held. Faith is a growing her- 
itage constantly improving to meet the 
new challenges of each rising genera- 
tion. Today’s task, he stated, is not to 
preach what the apostles preached, but 
to present the religious ideals of the 
modern church that have evolved from 
early Christianity. 

Thus modern pulpit philosophers 
think they are giving the world a more 
up-to-date gospel that has evolved from 








God’s Alchemy 
By Charsten Christensen 


He took the loaves and fishes few 
And fed the hungry throng. 

He saw the mite of faith he had 
And made the cripple strong. 


He took the lumps of clay and gave 
The blind man precious sight. 

He, seeing Mary’s trust in Him, 
Brought Lazarus back to light. 


He takes my whispered, silent prayer, 
My faith like mustard seed 
And makes what once was vague and 
dim 
Reality indeed! 
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By OLIVER W. PRICE, Th.M. 


the crude apostolic preaching, just as 
the latest car has developed from the 
rough early models. 

Tradition compels nearly all ministers 
to make some use of the Bible. The 
important point is whether the Scripture 
is explained in the sermon or merely 
used as a perch from which the preacher 
tweets his own philosophy of life. Men 
who preach the Word do not represent 
the same faith as those who use the 
Bible as a pretext for a message that 
is foreign to the system of truth set 
forth in the Word. To gloss over this 
difference in the interest of promoting 
unity between ministers of these two 
opposing schools is a most serious mis- 
take. 


An Outmoded Expression of the Word 


It is not hard to show that. those who 
use the Bible as a relic spin a theory of 
Christ to fit their idea of the Word of 
God. A clear example is offered by Dr. 
Herbert H. Farmer in the introduction 
to “The Interpreter’s Bible.”4 A careful 
reading reveals how both the Word of 
God and Christ are claimed to improve 
with each new philosophy that sweeps 
through the church rather than remain 
forever settled in the changeless Scrip- 
tures. 

This article in “The Interpreter’s 
Bible” ‘conceives the Word of God as a 
principle operating in the life of the 
churech—an ideal that can evolve and 
grow with the church—not to be limited 
to the Bible. This is illustrated by the 
law that governs the growth of a human 
body. There is a principle that guides 
the development of the body so that we 
do not have three arms and one leg, 
and the like. Yet the human body 
changes and enlarges until it reaches 
maturity. 

Dr. Farmer does not think the Word 
of God is the Bible. Instead it is the 
principle built into the church that is 
responsible for the changing Christian 
ideals evolving in the church. It is like 
the ideal of a good American that has 
evolved with the growth of the Amer- 
ican people. At one time slavery was 
not considered to be un-American, but 
today it is. 

Those who make the New Testament 
to be an early (but now outmoded) ex- 
pression of the Word of God are com- 
pelled to regard Christ as changing and 
growing in the life of the church, too. 

It is not enough to hold that the 
Scripture writers made some mistakes 
in writing the Bible. Even if they were 
poor reporters, this would not explain 
why Christ appeared to believe in the 
existence of demons, the accuracy and 
divine inspiration of the Old Testament, 





“The Bible: Its Significance ie Authority,” 


in “The Interpreter’s Bible,’’ vol. 
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and other ideas unacceptable to Liberals 
today. It is evident that the Christ the 
apostles knew did accept these things. 

Dr. Farmer explains why Christ ac- 
cepted the ignorance and superstition 
of His age. He compares Christ with a 
man dropping out of an airplane into a 
savage tribe. Such a man might decide 
that it is better strategy to go along 
with some of their backward ideas and 
gradually bore from within to plant the 
seeds of a new order rather than ex- 
plode all their ideas at once and start 
a complete new system (p. 6): 

Building on this foundation, he goes 
on to give us reasons to expect a more 
advanced view of Christ in the present 
teachings of modern ministers than is 
found in the four Gospels. There is 
reom for a maturing Christ in the life 
of the church, because the church “is 
part of the historical biography of 
Christ” (p. 7). So Christ and the Word 
are both growing up in the church. The 
church today, then, is the latest and 
best edition of Christ and the Word of 
God. 

Although Professor Farmer, writing 
in a Bible commentary that has become 
a standard work for Liberal preachers, 
makes some strong orthodox-sounding 
statements recognizing Christ as “the 
final and absolute authority for the 
faith and life of the church” (p. 12), 
we must understand that his reference 
is not to the Christ the apostles knew, 
but to the evolving ideal of Christ 
growing up in the life of the church. 

Dr. Farmer pointedly rejects the in- 
fallibility of the Bible (p. 16) and of 
the Christ whom the apostles knew (p. 
6). Yet he sounds as if he accepts the 
deity of Christ when he writes, “Jesus 
Christ is God himself in action within 
history for us men and our salvation, 
in a way that is unique, final, adequate, 
and indispensable” (p. 5). Furthermore 
he rejects a vague idea that “Christ sur- 
vived death according to some general 
capacity for survival inherent in the 
human soul” and insists that “God 
raised him up” (p. 7). 

The significance of this is quite clear. 
When a man professes to accept the 
supernatural Christ while rejecting the 
infallible Bible, he is affirming his right 
to conceive of Christ and the Word of 
God according to his own specifications. 
Therefore, we have no idea what he 
believes. Without an infallible Bible 
we cannot tell Christ from Antichrist 
or God from the Devil. 

Within the Bible itself there is a grow- 
ing revelation of God from seed to fruit, 
but not from error to truth. The idea 
that Christ adapted Himself to the ig- 
norance of a people who had no prepa- 
ration either ignores or denies the Old 
Testament anticipation of the Messiah 
in the laws, customs, history, and 
prophecy given to Israel. 

The concept of redemption that grad- 
ually unfolded in the Old Testament, 
centering in the animal sacrifices, 
reached the summit in the New Testa- 
ment in the person and work of Christ. 
His finished work left no room for 
further development (Heb. 1:1-3; Rev. 
22:18, 19; Gal. 1:6-8). The disclosure 
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of God to man reached its climax when 
God’s own Son came in human flesh. 


The gospel of the modern Liberal is 
a rejection, not a refinement, of the 
Biblical system of salvation. Dr. Farmer 
criticizes “the ark” view of salvation 
when he says, “Being saved consists in 
being rescued from something” (p. 22). 
He prefers a gospel that “consists just 
as much in being sent to do something.” 
Of course, there is no need for a cruci- 
fied Christ in such a gospel. It is not 
another way of expressing the same 
Gospel that Peter and Paul preached. 
It is simply a different gospel having 
no true connection with the Scriptural 
system. 


The peril of trying to proclaim the 
perfect Christ from a Bible that is 
thought to be mixed with human error 
should be quite clear. But this leaves 
us with another problem. Since people 
can be quite illogical in their thinking, 
let us suppose that some ministers ap- 
pear to accept the deity and saving 
work of Christ, but cling to serious 
doubts as to the historical accuracy of 
the Scriptures. What should be our at- 
titude toward them? What effect will 
it have if we receive such ministers as 
fellow preachers of the Gospel? The 
concluding article brings us face to face 
with these timely questions. 


* (To be continued) 


The Value of the Nursery Class 


Teaching eternal truths to small children 


HEORETICALLY, Christians believe 

in Sunday school, and most Chris- 
tians take (not send) their children. Is 
the youngest class merely a baby-sitting 
agency, as some have claimed? Even if 
it were, its existence would be justified 
because it releases some parents to 
teach, some to play the piano, and 
others to attend the adult class. But 
two- to four-year-olds are getting much 
more out of the Nursery Class than 
entertainment. How do I know? I 
have a two-and-a-half-year-old. 

There was a time when a friend 
wanted to teach pre-school children in 
her home. I tried to discourage her, 
Saying there was not much such small 
children could be taught. Several 
weeks later, I visited the class and to 
my surprise found the children singing 
Gospel choruses they knew by heart, 
repeating Bible verses, listening to a 
story, and asking questions. 

Everyone knows Alexander Pope’s 
famous lines, “Just as the twig is bent 
the tree’s inclined.” The twig must be 
bent while it is young and tender and 
bendable—while the bending is not 
painful. Juvenile delinquency problems 
crop up when parents, after neglecting 
the twig, try to bend a half-grown tree. 

Every year that a child spends out- 
side the Sunday school represents 
fifty-two golden opportunities vanished. 
Almost-Three would not stay alone the 
first few Sundays, so I had a chance to 
see firsthand what went on in the 
Nursery Class. I also watched and 
listened at home to see if Sunday school 
made any difference in the life of such 
a young child. 

First, I was privileged to see the be- 
ginning of his love for God’s house, the 
church. He insisted on going to all 
other meetings, and one week, after four 
consecutive nights at a missionary con- 
ference, he had to stay home because it 
was Mommy who was exhausted. If 
bad weather or illness kept him from 
Sunday school, he cried big two-and-a- 
half-year-old tears. 

Although going to church does not 
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make a person a Christian, any more 
than going to a garage makes one an 
automobile, as Billy Sunday humorously 
said, yet the child cannot learn too 
young that church-going is a vital part 
of the Christian life. 

Next, Almost-Three fell in love with 
his teacher. It reminds one of the old 
saying that shows so aptly the price- 
less influence of a teacher: First I 
learned to love my teacher, then I 
learned to love my teacher’s Bible, then 
I learned to love my teacher’s Saviour. 
In all three steps, it is the teacher who 
is the center and hub of the Sunday 
school class. 

We were sitting in the back row of 
church one night when Almost-Three 
tip-toed across the aisle to where his 
teacher sat. He was content to stand 
there, leaning his head on her arm. He 
made several trips back and forth dur- 
ing the song service, until Mommy had 
to make him sit down. 

“But I need a Kleenex,” he protested. 

“T have Kleenexes.” 

“Hers are different!” 

So in the end Almost-Three sat over 
by his teacher. Parents are the first 
and greatest influence on the child’s life, 
but the Sunday school teacher can rank 
second. The teacher of pre-school chil- 
dren has the added advantage of reach- 
ing them before they enter the busy 
world of public school and social ac- 
tivity. A single truth learned or good 
habit formed may mold a character or 
shape a destiny. 

Sometimes the Nursery Class is the 
child’s first contact with other children. 
At any rate it is probably his first ex- 
perience in learning to sit still on 4a 
chair, which is quite an accomplish- 
ment, as any mother will verify. 
Almost-Three talks at home about his 
peanut-sized classmates and looks for- 
ward to seeing them again. 

My visit to the Nursery Class was 
the first since I had been a pupil there 
myself. Almost-Three didn’t sing—not 
there, anyway. But he sang at home, 
in a high-pitched monotone to be sure, 
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put he sang. But the important thing 
was, he got the words straight. “Jesus 
loves the little ones like me.” And, 
“Into my heart, come into my heart, 
Lord Jesus.” He even informed me 
that there was a second verse, “Out of 
my heart, shine out of my heart, Lord 
Jesus.” 

There was one time, though, when the 
words sounded as though they had been 
influenced by the missile age in which 
we live. “Jesus is a rocket in a weary 
land,” sang Almost-Three. When we 
think of the Word of God being “power” 
(Rom. 1:16), surely it eclipses all lesser 
powers as that of atomic power and hy- 
drogen bomb. 

In the Nursery Class the children 
sometimes saw very short flannelgraph 
stories from the Bible, or saw the lesson 
some other way. They always “saw” 
the lesson; there was no dull reading 
from a book, or mere talking. One 
week the teacher placed a cardboard 
house on the table right in front of 
them where they could touch it. Paper 
doll figures of people were placed 
around the house and the lame man was 
let down through a slit in the roof, by 
means of yarn rope. All the objects 
were passed around and the lesson was 
“felt” as well as seen and heard. 

Almost-Three learned to give a few 
pennies from his own money. The only 
misunderstanding came when he put a 
penny into the communion bread plate 
as it was passed around one Sunday. 

Each child had a picture chart to paste 
an attendance sticker on every week, 
then came the workbooks with each 
page an exciting venture in handwork. 
Almost-Three was happiest when he 
had paste and cotton stuck to his fin- 
gers, pipecleaners and clips before him, 
and a whole box of surprising supplies 
to choose from. There is no telling what 
might be made with such tools! 

Almost-Three received his story pa- 
per and was reluctantly led away from 
the Nursery Class. Sunday school was 
over. Sometimes our shadows literally 
fall where we could not possibly go. In 
such a way, the influence of the teacher 
and the Sunday school go along home 
with the pupil. 

One evening we were looking at the 
pictures in his Bible story book. There 
was a painting of the Last Supper. Our 
boy pointed to the figure of Jesus and 
said, “That man is going to dead.” His 
grammar was incorrect, but somewhere 
in church or Sunday school he had 
heard that part of the Gospel. It had 
never been mentioned to him at home. 
I had not been sure just at what age to 
tell him Jesus died. 

It is possible to know the facts and 
later experience them. I told him then 
about the little lost sheep and the shep- 
herd who found it. He learned to sing 
that chorus, perfect for children: 

Jesus is the Shepherd, 
Guess who I am? 


Such a lovely secret, 
I’m His little lamb. 


Shortly after that, he said, “Jesus died 
for me to take all the badness away.” 

In less than three months of Nursery 
Class attendance, our child learned to 
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love God’s house, his teacher, and 
other children. He learned _ songs, 
verses, Bible stories. He learned some 
Scriptural truths that many adults do 
not know: that God is a Heavenly 
Father and loves and cares for him, that 
Jesus loves and died for him, that 
Heaven is a real place, that God hears 
and answers prayer, that the Bible is 
God’s Book, and that God made every- 
thing. 

Perhaps the Nursery Class has done 
much more for Almost-Three. It re- 
mains to be seen. 


Newron, N. J. 


we 


Withstanding God 
(Continued from page 928) 


peace, our rest, like David’s, is utterly 
dependent upon God, and our continued 
proper relationship to Him through Holy 
Spirit guidance. Otherwise, “it is even 
a vapour, that appeareth for a little 
time, and then vanisheth away.” 


THE PITFALL OF HUMAN WISDOM 


One other mistake David made, in- 
nocently no doubt, as we ourselves may 
do. He _ followed human _ wisdom. 
Though Nathan was a prophet and a 
man of God, in this case he spoke as a 
human being, because he failed to take 
time to ask how God would have him 
answer. David expressed his distress 
because, in his judgment, there was no 
suitable house of God. Too few are 
concerned that their own homes are 
more pretentious than the Lord’s, and 
here was something that, from a human 
viewpoint, Nathan could well feel 
would be most pleasing in the sight of 
the Lord. 

The point is, of course, that no man— 
no matter how holy and devout and 
in the will of God he may be—can 
tell just what God’s will is for you. 
Should he attempt it, he can be just 
as wrong as Nathan was. Only God’s 
directly revealed will to each of us 
individually may be safely followed. 
There are many projects and services 
that God wants done, but He has His 
own particular men for particular jobs. 
Because we see a need, and have a 
desire and the means to meet it, does 
not necessarily mean it is God’s will in 
our lives. Uncommanded action may 
mean dissipation of the resources the 
Lord has provided for something else 
altogether unrelated. Again “it is not 
of him that willeth, nor of him that 
runneth, but of God.” 


Not Gop’s WILL For Davip 


“Wheresoever I have walked with all 
Israel, spake I a word to any of the 
judges of Israel, whom I commanded 
to feed my people, saying, Why have 
ye not built me an house of cedars?” 
(1 Chron. 17:6.) The implication is that 


had God intended David to build Him 
a house, He would have revealed it to 
him. Chapter 22:8 relates that God had 
told him, “Thou hast shed blood: abun- 
dantly, and hast made great wars: thou 
shalt not build an house unto my name, 





because thou hast shed much blood 
upon the earth in my sight.” 

This is sometimes interpreted as a 
reflection on David’s acceptability in 
God’s sight, notwithstanding the fact 
that God had blessed David’s warfare 
against His enemies. God had, in fact, 
often commanded complete destruction 
of peoples who had withdrawn them- 
selves beyond all hope, to spare whom 
would have created a spiritual hazard 
that many would not surmount. The 
result of the failure of Saul and other 
Israelitish men of war to obey God’s 
full will in this destruction may be 
seen in the spiritual, yea, even in the 
social condition of His chosen people 
today. 


Gop’s SENSE OF PROPRIETY 


If weak and sinful human beings have 
a sense of propriety, God more so—and 
infallibly. David’s training and service 
to God were not such that God could 
use him in this way. There are those 
whose service to God is to fight, not 
only His spiritual enemies who are un- 
der command of the Evil One but His 
military foes as well. Generals Har- 
rison of the United States and Dobbie 
of Malta, real men of God, are but two 
examples from World War II. God had 
other plans and another man in mind 
for building His Temple, though David 
was to have His part in providing and 
accumulating materials, and in giving 
excellent advice to Solomon his son. 


No Lack oF WARNING EXAMPLES 


We have, then, four examples of great 
men of the Bible withstanding God. 
The implications of King Saul’s case 
are obvious. It would appear that no 
truly devoted, born-again believer in 
Christ would willfully disobey His will. 
He would not thus “continue,” or be 
constant in God’s Word, and, in the 
judgment of Jesus Christ Himself, ex- 
treme doubt is cast upon his disciple- 
ship. 

The dangers of the other cases are not 
so clear. One who does not really 
know Christ may exhibit a Pauline 
zealousness in church work, may have 
his name on the church roll, yet still 
be as ignorant of God’s will as Paul 
himself was before his Damascus road 
experience. 

The Apostle Peter is an example of 
one loving the Lord, eager to serve Him 
to the point of impetuosity, but who has 
not become “as a little child.” He clings 
tenaciously to beliefs and customs that 
are accepted by morally good people as 
proper behavior, and warps his Chris- 
tian conscience to conform. He is sin- 
cere, he is active in his desire to serve 
God, but tragically he falls far short. 
He needs to grow in grace and the 
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ, as Peter so clearly saw 
and later wrote in his Second Epistle 
(3:18). 


PROSPERITY CAN BE A SNARE 


The most seductive cause of with- 
standing God, of course, is that to which 
David succumbed—simply letting down 
our guard under the Almighty’s muni- 


(Continued on page 941) 
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THE KING JAMES VERSION 

Isa. 9:2 The people that walked in darkness have seen a 
great light: they that dwell in the land of the shadow of 
death, upon them hath the light shined. 

3 Thou hast multiplied the nation, and not increased the 
joy: they joy before thee according to the joy in harvest, 
and as men rejoice when they divide the spoil. 

4 For thou hast broken the yoke of his burden, and the 
staff of his shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, as in the day 
of Midian. 

5 For every battle of the warrior is with confused noise, 
and garments rolled in blood; but this shall be with burning 
and fuel of fire. 

6 For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and 
the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name 
shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The 
everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. 


International Uniform Lesson 





GOD’S PROMISE OF A SAVIOUR 
Isaiah 9; Matthew 4:12-17, 23-25; Galatians 4:4-7; printed text, Isaiah 9:2.-7; 


Galatians 4:4-7 


, 


Golden Text.—For unto us a child is born, unto us a son. is given: and the govern- 
ment shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, 
Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.—Isa. 9:6 


7 Of the increase of his government and peace there shall 
be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, 
to order it, and to establish it with judgment and with jus- 
tice from henceforth even for ever. The zeal of the Lorp of 
hosts will perform this. 


Gal. 4:4 But when the fulness of the time was come, God 
sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law, 

5 To redeem them that were under the law, that we might 
receive the adoption of sons. 

6 And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit 
of his Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father. 

7 Wherefore thou art no more a servant, but a son; and if a 
son, then an heir of God through Christ. 
Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter. 


national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 





The Lesson as a Whole 
By C. Ernest Tatham 


Approach to the Lesson 


ECAUSE the people of Israel had 
concluded a military alliance with 
heathen Syria and had aggravated 

this by coming under the influence of 
evil spirits, God was about to visit His 
wrath upon them. Darkness would be 
their portion, and the desperate con- 
ditions described in the concluding 
verses of chapter eight of Isaiah would 
be the consequences of this condem- 
nation. 

This darkness, however, would not 
be unrelieved, nor would it be perma- 
nent. Into this very area—Gentile Gal- 
ilee—light wou!d burst. And with this 
light would come abounding joy. The 
enemy would be vanquished and the 
people delivered. The storm would be 
followed by calm and light. 

Just as Galilee, in the northern part 
of Palestine, was the corridor down 
which the invader usually marched to- 
ward Jerusalem, so now Galilee would 
be the first to introduce deliverance 
and the deliverer. 

This deliverer is the supernatural and 
unique Christ, the Son of God and the 
Son of David. He is the true King 
whose Kingdom will ultimately bring 
righteousness and peace to the troubled 
earth. . 

Appearing on the horizon of human 
affairs in “the fulness of the time,” 
He would be perfectly human as well 
as perfectly divine. By His death He 
would redeem the condemned ones of 
the outraged Law, and actually make 
them sons of God. 

In addition to this new relationship, 
they would be dowered by His very 
Spirit, and thus become God’s distin- 
guished heirs. 
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Verse by Verse 


Isaiah 9:2—“The people that walked 
in darkness have seen a great light... 
upon them hath the light shined.” The 
previous verse clearly indicates that 
the people mentioned here were those 
of the northern province of Galilee. 
This was thickly populated by Gentiles, 
and deep spiritual darkness prevailed 
throughout the area. But it was just 
here that that great light shone. The 
quotation of this passage in Matthew 
(chap. 4:14-16) makes it clear that this 
light refers to the ministry of the Lord 
Jesus. Capernaum, His home city, was 
in Galilee, and it was here that He 
performed some of His mightiest mir- 
acles (see Matt. 11:23). 

Verse 3.—“Thou hast multiplied the 
nation, and not increased the joy: they 
joy before thee according to the joy in 
harvest ...” The American Standard 
Version reads, “Thou hast increased 
their joy,” and surely the context sup- 
ports this rendering. Here is redeemed 
and restored Israel rejoicing in national 
prosperity in the hour of her triumph. 
We believe that this anticipates the 
second coming of Jesus, and the Holy 
Spirit here overleaps this entire church 
age—a rather common feature in proph- 
ecy. We are first given a glimpse of 
Messiah’s first advent, and then the 
scene changes to view Israel reconciled 
and rejoicing at His second. 

Verse 4.—“For thou hast broken the 
yoke of his burden .. . the rod of his 
oppressor, as in the day of Midian.” 
“The day of Midian” reminds us of 
Gideon’s great victory (see Judges 7). 
At that time the Lord delivered by 
miraculous intervention, and evidently 
this will also be the method by which 
He will deal with Israel’s enemies in 
the future. This deliverance is spoken 
of as already accomplished. 


Verse 5.—“For every battle [or armor, 
A.S.V.] of the warrior ... and garments 
rolled in blood ... shall be with burn- 
ing and fuel of fire.” All military 
equipment will be scrapped. There will 
be total disarmament because world 
peace has become a reality. 


Verse 6—‘For unto us a child is 
born, unto us a son is given: and the 
government shall be upon his shoulder: 
and his name shall be called Wonder- 
ful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The 
everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.” 
As the child born, Messiah would be 
truly human; as the Son given, He 
would be divine. The burden of world 
government would be borne on His 
mighty shoulder, for He alone is cap- 
able of sustaining it. His name is a 
fivefold one—though some feel that the 
first two are really a compound—Won- 
derful-Counsellor. “The everlasting 
Father” is really “Father of Eternity.” 
These names are expressive of both 
His character and His offices, and apply 
perfectly only to our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Verse 7.—“Of the increase of his gov- 
ernment and peace there shall be no 
end, upon the throne of David... to 
establish it with judgment and with 
justice . . . for ever. The zeal of the 
Lord of hosts will perform this.” It 
is obvious that this was not fulfilled 
at our Lord’s first coming, for at that 
time He did not establish His world- 
wide government nor sit on David’s 
throne. However, this prophecy will 
be fulfilled at the Lord’s return in 
glory. He will occupy David’s royal 
throne, as was forecast by Gabriel at 
His birth (Luke 1:32), and establish 
His authority in righteousness and re- 
sultant peace. This prediction accords 
exactly with the whole prophetic pan- 
orama. Christ is the destined ruler 
over the renewed earth. 
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Galatians 4:4—“But when the ful- 
ness of the time was come, God sent 
forth his Son, made of a woman, made 
under the law.” Not until the stage 
was fully prepared did the Son of God 
come on His mission. Though fully 
divine, He was also truly human. Born 
of a woman, Christ was a man, not an 
angel; born under the Law, He was a 
Jew, not a Gentile. 

Verse 5.—“To redeem them that were 
under the law, that we might receive 
the adoption of sons.” Redeem means 
to “buy back.” Those under the Law 
were Israelites who had broken its re- 
quirements and had thus incurred its 
penalty. But the Son of God had come 
as the great redeemer, and at the cross 
He bore the full penalty, and thus 
bought them for God. The great object 
of this redemption had in view their 
being placed, not merely as forgiven 
criminals, but as rejoicing sons. 

Verse 6—“‘And because ye are sons, 
God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son 
into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father.” 
On the basis that we are now His 
sons, God has sent into our hearts the 
very same Spirit that animated and 
filled His unique Son when He was in 
this world. “Abba,” the Aramaic word 
for father, is a baby word, almost like 
our “papa.” It is a term of the nearest 
and dearest relationship. The indwell- 
ing Spirit teaches us to thus address 
our God. 

Verse 7.—‘Wherefore thou art no 
more a servant, but a son; and if a 
son, then an heir of God through 
Christ.” A servant may serve because 
of fear or because wages are involved. 
A son, however, enjoys quite a different 
relationship. Moreover, God has united 
sonship and heirship. The mere slave 
comes into no inheritance, but the son 
is the true heir. 

This paragraph, therefore, sweeps from 
the birth of Christ, to the cross, to 
Pentecost, and on to the coming glory! 


The Heart of the Lesson 


Our study today concerns a great 
Messianic prophecy and a great fulfill- 
ment. Perhaps it would be more ac- 
curate to state, however, that the 
fulfilment is partial, and that certain 
elements await the future for their com- 
plete realization. 

The Old Testament has Israel chiefly 
in view, and its prophets consistently 
envisage the glorious future of the peo- 
ple under the scepter of the Messiah. 
Some of these predictions have to do 
with Messiah’s first advent, and some 
with His second. Those concerning the 
former were fulfilled to the exact de- 
tail. We may have every confidence 
that those affecting the latter will be 
just as exactly consummated. 

Christ was sent not only to redeem 
Israel as a nation but also us as in- 
dividuals. This necessitated His re- 
deeming sacrifice on the cross, and the 
Settling of the sin question. Thus for- 


8iveness could be righteously proffered. 

Another need remained, however, and 
that was the matter of relationship. 
Not as cringing criminals who have 
been just pardoned, God undertook to 





Last Week’s Lesson 


10. December 4.—God’s Covenant of 
Love. Jeremiah 31; Luke 1:67, 
68, 76-79; Romans 8 


Next Week’s Lesson 


12. December 18.—The Compassion of 
Christ. Isaiah 61; Matthew 11: 
27-30; Luke 7:18-23 








make us actual sons in the family— 
sons who are also His heirs and wor- 
shipers. But this required another gift 
—that of the Spirit of His Son, the 
Holy Spirit. 

Thus Bethlehem was in view of Cal- 
vary, and Calvary was in view of Pen- 
tecost. 

This involves the most intimate of 
relationships and should produce the 
fullest of praise. 


Outline of the Lesson 
1. The glory of Israel’s national future 


(Isa. 9: 2-5) 

2. The Governor-Son and His Kingdom 
(Isa. 9:6, 7) 

3. The gifts of the Son and the Spirit 
(Gal. 4: 4-7) 


Topics for Development 


The Timetable of the Lord. God’s 
timings are perfect. The birth of the 
Lord Jesus was at “the fulness of the 
time” (Gal. 4:4), and His death was 
“in due time” (Rom. 5:6). 

What does “the fulness of the time” 
mean? 

As the hour approached for the ad- 
vent ‘of the Messiah-Saviour it became 
apparent that there was a certain con- 
vergence of circumstances that prepared 
for the climactic event. The pre-Chris- 
tian world embraced three very sig- 
nificant peoples: the powerful Roman, 
the polished Greek, and the persecuted 
Jew. Each of these made an uncon- 
scious contribution. 

The Romans gave a unified empire 
and a network of good roads. They 
leveled all the fences, thus making easy 
the matter of travel and communica- 
tions. The Greeks gave a common 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By C. Ernest Tatham 


HAT peoples predominated in the 
population of ancient Galilee? 

2. What was their spiritual condi- 
tion? 

3. In what manner did light first 
break out in Galilee? 

4. Give two of the predicted names 
of the Messiah. 

5. What two qualities would mark 
His Kingdom? 

6. Upon whose throne will Christ sit 
when He governs the earth? 

7. What was our Lord’s relation to 
the Law of Moses? 

8. What are the two “sending forth’s” 
mentioned in Galatians 4: 4-6? 

9. Into what new relationship does 
God deliver us from slavery? 

10. What does God always link with 
sonship? 

(Answers on page 939) 





November 26, 1960 (Lesson for December 11) 





language—a tongue that made possible 
the universal message. The Jews had 
their synagogues in almost every Greco- 
Roman city, and in these synagogues 
the Greek version of the Old Testa- 
ment (the Septuagint) was read. This 
kept the messianic hope alive. In fact, 
there was a widespread expectancy 
throughout the country that a deliverer 
was about to appear (see Luke 3:15). 

In addition to these physical devel- 
opments, there was a desperate moral 
vacuum that called loudly for an ef- 
fective remedy. This remedy was pro- 
vided in the life-changing message of 
the Christian Gospel. 

The movements of the Lord in His 
dealings with men and nations are al- 
ways perfectly timed. 


Practical Applications 


What a wondrous gift is the Spirit of 
God! 

Because the relationship of son to 
father has been established between 
the believer and God, the Holy Spirit 
has come to dwell right within our 
hearts. And this indwelling is a per- 
manent one. 

This order is illustrated by the Mosaic 
ritual of the cleansing of the leper. 
The oil was placed on the blood of 
the trespass offering on the tip of the 
right ear, the thumb of the right hand 
and the great toe of the right foot 
(see Lev. 14:14-17). The blood speaks 
of death and the meeting of God’s 
righteous claims against sin. The oil 
represents the Holy Spirit and new 
life. And there could be no oil were 
it not for the atoning blood. 

The one who has been redeemed by 
Christ’s precious blood becomes a son 
and heir of God and a possessor of the 
other “Comforter” (see John 14:16-18). 

This “Comforter” is described in our 
lesson as “the Spirit of [God’s] 
Son,” and He is sent into our hearts, 
that is, into the inmost recesses of our 
personality, in order to give us the 
consciousness of our sonship, and to 
lead us into the recognizing of God 
as our own dear Father. 

This realization is far more than an 
intellectual or academic thing. It is an 
experienced reality that is the very es- 
sence of vital salvation. 


Golden Text 


Isaiah 9:6—“For unto us a child is 
born, unto us a son is given: and the 
government shall be upon his shoulder: 
and his name shall be called Wonder- 
ful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The 
everlasting Father, The Prince of 
Peace.” This is, of course, a great 
prophecy of Christ, who was to appear 
some seven centuries later. Concern- 
ing His humanity, He is the child born; 
concerning His deity, He is the Son 
given. But He is also the destined 
governor who will make good in this 
world each of the ministries suggested 
in His fivefold name. In the mean- 
time, each name indicates one of His 
ministries applicable to you and me 
today. 

West Patm BEacu, FLA. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuGGESTED HyMNS 
“QO, Come, All Ye Faithful” 


“Rejoice and Be Glad!” 
“Standing on the Promises” 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—O God, 
our Father, who in the fullness of 
time sent us Thy Son to free us from 
sin, we thank Thee that we live in 
this Gospel era and that Christian 
teaching and influence surround us. 
Draw us all to receive the Saviour 
and be of His faithful people that in us 
the saving purpose of His coming may 
be fulfilled, the government of our lives 
be on His shoulder. Bring the time 
when He shall rule in all the earth. 
Bless all who work to give the Gospel 
to those still without it. Guide and 
use the missionaries we support; raise 
up new workers that none may lack 
the knowledge of the Saviour. Bless 
our own church and Sunday school 
that we may be used to win many to 
Christ. For those sick and all in dis- 
tress or grief we ask Thy help and 
mercy. For ourselves we seek such 
pardon and cleansing as we need and 
Thy strength and guidance into the 
good works Thou dost plan for us to 
do. Bless this portion of Thy Word 
we are to study and cause it to be a 
means of good in many lives, for our 
Saviour’s sake. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—It was “when the 
fulness of the time was come,” Paul 
says, that “God sent forth his Son.” 
From the first promise of a Saviour in 
Genesis three till He came was a long 
period. Human history was allowed 
to develop over thousands of years that 





“The fulness of the time” 


ALWAYS GOD’S TIME 


IS THE RIGHT 
man might learn by experience that 
sin brings destruction and men need 
a divine Saviour. By the time Christ 
came the old pagan religions had been 
found wanting and many Gentiles had 
forsaken them. Moreover, the Roman 
Empire ruled the Mediterranean world, 
and colonies of Jews were spread 
abroad in many places, usually with 
their synagogue. This spoke to Gen- 
tiles of the living God, and some had 
been converted to the Jewish faith, a 
halfway house to Christianity. Roman 
roads made travel from land to land 
possible with more ease than before 
and all this favored the rapid spread 
of the Christian Gospel. The time was 
just ripe to secure the best results 
when God sent His Son, but to faithful 
and concerned people in each genera- 
tion beforehand it must have seemed a 
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long and trying time of waiting before 
the Saviour came. 

Faith and patience still are tried by 
times of waiting for God’s time of de- 
liverance to arrive. But always He 
acts only “when the fulness of the 
time” has come. In our day dark things 
threaten men and nations. It could be 
that the second coming of Christ is 
near and we may be sure it will occur 
at just the right time as did His first 
coming. Or it could be that some new 
shaping of events may yet take place 
to revive the Church, delay judgment, 
and extend God’s mercy to sinners. 
Always God’s trusting people should 
confidently wait for Him to act, sure 
He will do so in the best way and 
time. This is true not only for nations 
but for individuals. Is it dark in your 
life just now? It is often when it 
seems darkest that the light shines. 
Faith can rest in the Lord and wait 
patiently for Him. His help is always 
wisely timed. 


Catcary, ALTA, CAN. 


Pe 


N (3 
18. 


y 








AsV lS]. 
TS VI DES 











-1 7I \iIISKe, 


(\ 





A 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom. M. Olson 


“The people that walked in darkness 
have seen a great light .. .” (Isa. 9:2). 
—Observe the Holy Spirit’s application 
of this passage as given in Matthew 
4: 12-16. 

He applies the words to the removal 
of the Lord Jesus from Nazareth to 
reside in Capernaum, a city of Galilee. 
This part of Palestine had been over- 
run more than any other by foreign 
invaders, and therefore was known as 
“the land of the shadow of death.” 

Moral and spiritual darkness also pre- 
vailed in that region and contributed 
to its unsavory reputation. 

Our Lord knew He was fulfilling this 
portion of the prophecy of Isaiah. How 
like Him, in perfect obedience, to go to 
the ignorant and despised people of the 
land, rather than to Jerusalem with 
all its boasted glory (cf. 1 Cor. 1:26-31). 

Someone has remarked that of all 
trees, God has chosen the vine, a low 
plant that creeps upon the wall; of all 
beasts, the soft and patient lamb; of all 
fowls, the mild and guileless dove. 
When God appeared to Moses, it was 
not in the lofty cedar nor the sturdy 
oak, but in a bush, a humble, slender 
shrub—as if He would by these selec- 
tions rebuke the conceited arrogance 
of man. 

The people saw “a great light”—yes, 
the greatest ever. They saw the One 
who was “the light of the world” (John 
8:12). They saw the One of whom it 
is written: “The Lord God is a sun” 
(Psa. 84:11). What grace and glory 
He shed on those needy people! He 
spoke many of His parables and 


wrought many of His mighty miracles 
in their midst. 

“Thou hast multiplied the nation...” 
(Isa. 9:3).—In this verse the prophet 
“looks on to the day when once more 
the nation will be recognized by God 
as in covenant relation with Himself 

. and they shall be restored to the 
Lord and to their land, and will have 
learned to know Jesus as their Messiah, 

. Verses 4 and 5 comtemplate the 
conditions that were to prevail in the 
world through the long centuries of 
the dispersion of Israel. While they 
had a local application to the destruc- 
tion of the Assyrian army besieging 
Jerusalem, there will be a complete 
fulfillment when Christ returns to de- 
liver the people from all their en- 
emies .. .” (Dr. H. A. Ironside). 

“For unto us a child is born...” 
(Isa. 9:6).—It cannot be pointed out 
too often that in this verse both the 
humanity and deity of the Lord Jesus 
are mentioned. In the expression, “a 
child is born,” His humanity is in mind; 
and the expression, “a son is given,” 
refers to His deity. 

He is the child born of the virgin 
(Isa. 7:14), whose name, Immanuel, 
means “God with us”! (Matt. 1:23.) 
He was born of a woman and born 
under the Law (Gal. 4:4). 


The postal authorities received a let- 


ter one day addressed to “Jesus in 
Heaven, for His Birthday.” Upon open- 
ing it, they found a _ hand-drawn, 


colored card, made by a 6-year-old girl 
and her little brother. It was signed: 
“We Love You,” with the names of the 
two children! 

What a rebuke that is to all who 
have often heard the Good News of the 
Saviour’s miraculous birth, holy life, 
atoning death, unique burial, and bod- 
ily resurrection for our salvation, yet 
never said to Him from the _ heart, 
“Lord Jesus, I love Thee, I know Thou 
art mine!” 

“  . . Wonderful, Counsellor, The 
mighty God, The everlasting Father, 
The Prince of Peace” (Isa. 9:6).—What 
a glorious fivefold name! He is every- 
thing that each and all of the titles 
signify! 

“Wonderful!” Everything about Him 
is wonderful. From Bethlehem to Cal- 
vary and Olivet, everything He said 
and did was wonderful. 

“Counsellor!” It is written that the 
counsel given by Ahithophel was “as 
if a man had enquired at the oracle 
of God” (2 Sam. 16:23). No one ever 
approached the Lord Jesus during His 
days on earth, sincerely desiring an 
answer to a question without receiving 
an answer worthy of the oracle of God. 

“Mighty God!” He created all things 
(Col. 1:16; John 1:3, 10); He upholds 
all things (Heb. 1:3). He receives the 
worship of His creatures (John 20:28; 
Rev. 4:10, 11). 

“Everlasting Father!” George Wash- 
ington has the honor of being called 
the father of this country. But to the 
Lord Jesus goes the honor of being 
called the Father of Eternity! He 3 
the one in whom all the ages meet. He 
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is the only one who can make all 
things new and eternal (Rev. 21:5). 

“Prince of Peace!” When He came 
in grace, the rulers would not accept 
Him as “Prince of Peace.” He has 
“made peace by the blood of His cross” 
(Col. 1:20). When He comes in power, 
He will put all enemies under His feet 
and reign in peace, and “of the in- 
crease of his government and peace 
there shall be no end” (Isa. 9:7). 
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Say, Fellows,— 
By W.. Wyeth Willard 


HE promise of the Golden Text for 
today was made by God through 
Isaiah the prophet at least 700 years 
before its fulfillment. When Isaiah 
wrote this prophecy, he was filled with 
the Holy Spirit as he wrote the words 
to which the Spirit gave him utterance. 
What were these words of God’s 
promise? “For unto us a child is born, 
unto us a son is given: and the govern- 
ment shall be upon his shoulder: and 
his name shall be called Wonderful, 
Counsellor, The mighty God, The ever- 
lasting Father, The Prince of Peace. 
Of the increase of his government and 
peace there shall be no end, upon the 
throne of David, and upon his king- 
dom, to order it, and to establish it 
with judgment and with justice from 
henceforth even for ever. The zeal of 
the Lord of hosts will perform this” 

(Isa. 9:6, 7). 

We may sum up the promises in 
these two verses by the following: 

First, a divine person. A most ex- 
traordinary event would take place, 
fulfilling God’s promise in Genesis 3: 
15. A little child was to be born in 
the world who would alter the course 
of history. 

Second, a divine name. Let us fol- 
low modern translation and give this 
little child four names: — 

1. Wonderful Counselor—In the Old 
Testament times a counselor was a wise 
man, perhaps an adviser to the king. 
In modern times this could mean a 
lawyer. In courts of law today one 
lawyer greets another with these 
words, “Good morning, counselor.” 

2. Mighty God.—This little child 
would one day be called God. It was 
considered blasphemy by the Hebrews 
for any human being to claim to be 
God. Blasphemy means: “Act of claim- 
ing the attributes or prerogative of 
deity.” For this claim, Jesus Christ 
Was put to death (Matt. 26: 63-66). 

3. Everlasting Father.—This, again, is 
a title of deity. Peter wrote to the 
early Christians that they had been 
born anew to a “lively hope by the 
Tesurrection of Jesus Christ from the 
dead” (1 Pet. 1:3). The writer to the 


Hebrews says that Jesus was “the au- 


thor and finisher of our faith” (12:2). 
And, as Abraham was the Father of 
the Faithful, so Jesus has “begotten us 
again unto a lively hope.” Therefore, 
in a certain sense, He is our spiritual 
father. 

4. Prince of Peace—Today the whole 
world yearns for “peace on earth.” It 
will come through Him of whom Isaiah 
wrote. 

Third, a divine Kingdom. This child 
was to rule on David’s throne. And 
His Kingdom was to be without end 
forever and ever (see Dan. 2:44). 

This promise was made to God’s peo- 
ple. Who were they? The ancient He- 
brews—who originally were the twelve 
tribes of Israel. Ten of these tribes 
were lost. The Kingdom was finally 
reduced to Judah. From the remnant 
of God’s people the modern Jews have 
descended. God called Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob—the ancestors of the twelve 
tribes—to be vehicles of His divine 
revelation. “Unto them were com- 
mitted the oracles of God” (Rom. 3:2). 
Through the Hebrews and the Jews 
have come to us: (1) the entire Bible; 
(2) Jesus Christ, the Jew according to 
the flesh; (3) the first Christian church, 
which was principally Jewish for the 
first years of its history. Cornelius 
and his household were baptized as 
the first Gentiles taken into the Chris- 
tian body after our Lord rose again 
from the dead. What a great debt the 
whole world owes to these ancient peo- 
ple of God, through whom it has pleased 
Him to send His greatest blessings to 
all people! 

Then God’s promises, given through 
or by means of the Hebrews and Jews, 
were for every nation throughout the 
entire world and for all time and eter- 
nity! 

When the angel of the Lord appeared 
to the shepherds, he said, “I bring you 
good tidings of great joy, which shall 
be to all people” (Luke 2:10). 

Who were these people? In Christ’s 
time, there were nearly one hundred 
million people in the Roman Empire. 
But over half of these millions were 
slaves, white and colored, owned body 
and soul by their masters, without the 
legal rights of citizens. No wonder 
Paul was proud of his Roman citizen- 
ship, and stood up for his rights as a 
free man (Acts 22: 25-28). 

Think of it! One half to two thirds 
of the people in our Lord’s world were 
slaves, who were often treated like 
animals, and whose spirits yearned for 
better days and a Saviour! 

Fellows, we do not have time and 
space to relate the awful, devilish prac- 
tices of paganism in the ancient world. 
One illustration will suffice. In Bab- 
ylonia (about 300 B.C.) even young un- 
married daughters of citizens were 
treated like cattle and sold at auction. 
From Herodotus we learn: “Once a year 
in each village the maidens of age to 
marry were collected all together in 
one place; while the men stood around 
them in a circle. Then a herald called 
up the damsels one by one, and offered 
them for sale. He began with the most 
beautiful . . . no one was allowed to 
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give his daughter in marriage to the 
man of his choice . . . all who liked 
might come even from distant villages 
and bid for the women” (Persian Wars, 
Book I, 196). 

Say, fellows, don’t you think that 
many a Babylonian maiden sold into 
marriage yearned and prayed that some 
day a savior would come to change her 
unhappy lot? In our Lord’s day, the 
entire world was a very wicked place 
(see Rom. 1:20-32). No wonder many 
people looked expectantly toward the 
day when a savior would be born. 

God’s promise was to all people— 
black, white, red, yellow, rich, poor, 
slave, free; the aged and the young; 
the educated and the ignorant. All. 
“A light to lighten the Gentiles” (Isa. 
9:2; Luke 2:32). God promised to 
Abram, “In thee shall all the families of 


‘the earth be blessed” (Gen. 12:3). 


Say, fellows, why is it that so many 
people doubt God’s Word? Do you 
have a satisfactory answer to this ques- 
tion? 

WALTHAM, MaAss. 





My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


AST week our lesson was on the 
wonderful love of God. The best 
known Bible verse begins, “God so 
loved the world, that he gave his only 
begotten Son.” It was because God so 
loved us that He sent His Son to die 
for our sins. That was planned long 
before Jesus was born in Bethlehem. 
Our lesson today is about God’s prom- 
ise of a Saviour. First we will read 
from Genesis. Three of you look up 
the following verses: Genesis 3:15; 17: 
19; 28:14. The rest of you turn to 
Galatians 3:16. Do you see that away 
back in the Garden of Eden God prom- 
ised that the seed of the woman would 
bruise the serpent’s head? God also 
told Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, “In 
thy seed [meaning descendant] shall all 
the nations of the earth be blessed” 
(Gen. 22:18). See how clearly the verse 
in Galatians states that Christ was that 
seed. 

Because His coming to earth was of 
such supreme importance, God told 
many things about it long before. Turn 
to Isaiah 7:14, where it is foretold that 
He would be born of a virgin. Next, 
turn to Isaiah 9:2-7. What wonderful 
names are here given to the Messiah! 
Here we also learn that Christ would 
come from David’s line. Since David 
was descended from Abraham, Jesus 
was the seed of Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob, as well as of David. These 
verses also speak of Christ’s coming 
reign of justice and peace. 

The Prophet Micah foretold the name 
of the town where Christ would be 
born. Find it in Micah 5:2. 
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THE DOORWAY TO HEAVEN 


150 Daily Devotions—like living water in a 
dry season are these one-page daily devotions 
selected by Miss Inez Kemper—poetry and 
prose alternated in a refreshing way. 

This is an excellent gift book for the New 
Year, for a birthday, or any time. Price $2.50 
postpaid. 

Order from BAKER BOOK HOUSE 
1019 Wealthy St., S. E. Grand Rapids 6, Mich. 


THE NUTSHELL OF PROPHECY 


A 16-page leaflet 
by James McConkey 


Sent free as the Lord provides 


SILVER PUBLISHING SOCIETY 
424 Bessemer Bldg. Pittsburgh 22, Pa. 











SUPPOSE GOD WANTS 


Evangelical Christianity to no longer 
by-pass our American Negroes in its 
prayers and interest. Carver Bible Insti- 
tute serves in: Bible Institute Day and 
Night Schools; free Bible courses by 
mail; literature distribution. We enjoy: 
confidence of thousands of Negroes; 
assistance of white visiting teachers. Let 
us be your agents in extending sound 
doctrine to our brethren of a minority 
group. Investigation invited. 


CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, Inc. 
Box 11003, Station A, Atlanta, Ga. 


Talmage Payne, Director 
Talmadge Sutton, Dean 
James Hightower, Superintendent 














PEWS. PULPIT & CHANCEL 
FURNITURE 


¥ WRITE FOR Free CATALOG 
AND LOW DIRECT PRICES 


J.P REDINGTON & CO. 





DEPT. 102, SCRANTON 2, PA. 








Read Zechariah 9:9 and tell when 
this prophecy was fulfilled. (On Palm 
Sunday.) Correct. 

Next read Zechariah 11:12, 13. Here 
it is foretold that Christ would be sold 
for thirty pieces of silver, and that 
this money would be used to buy a pot- 
ter’s field. When was this fulfilled? 
(Judas betrayed Jesus for thirty pieces 
of silver. After Jesus was condemned, 
Judas brought the money back to the 
rulers who had paid him, saying he 
had sinned when he betrayed the in- 
nocent Saviour. The Jewish leaders 
did not care that Jesus was innocent, 
they wanted to kill Him anyway. Judas 
threw the money down, and went out 
and hanged himself. The priests used 
the money to buy a potter’s field for a 
burial place.) Exactly right. 

Read Isaiah 50:6 and Matthew 26:67. 
The Lord Jesus knew when He came 
to earth that these things would hap- 
pen to Him, yet He came! God knew 
all that would be done to His beloved 
Son, yet He gave Him, that we might 
be saved! 

Read Exodus 12:46, Psalm 34:20 and 
John 19:33, 36. It was revealed both to 
Moses and to David that not one of 
His bones should be broken. The sol- 
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diers who broke the bones of the two 
thieves and passed Him by had no 
idea that they were fulfilling God’s 
Word, but so it was. 

Read Psalm 22:16, Zechariah 12:10, 
and John 19:37. When David and 
Zechariah wrote these words by in- 
spiration, they could not have under- 
stood them, for it was hundreds of 
years before the Romans ordered the 
cruel death of crucifixion, piercing the 
hands and feet of the victim with nails 
and hanging Him on a cross. And our 
Saviour’s side was also pierced, a fur- 
ther fulfillment of these prophecies. 

Read Psalm 22:18 and then John 19: 
23, 24. The Roman soldiers who so 
heartlessly divided Christ’s clothing 
while He was still alive had no idea 
that God was so concerned about this 
that He had foretold it in the Bible 
hundreds of years before. 

Turn now to Galatians 4:4-7. Here 
we learn that the exact time Jesus 
would come to earth was planned long 
before, and God sent Him at that exact 
time. He came to redeem us and to 
make us children of God. If we are 
children of God, we are then, through 
Christ, heirs of God. When,we get to 
Heaven we will be part owners of that 
beautiful city! We will have the right 
to be there, to enjoy the glories there, 
which are beyond anything we can 
possibly imagine. 

As we have read these different 
prophecies this morning we have seen 
that God planned all these things, and 
when the fullness of time was come, 
He sent Jesus. God’s gift of His Son 
is the expression of His immeasurable 
love. We who have received the Sav- 
iour will praise Him in Heaven for- 
ever. There we will be welcomed, not 
as servants, but as children coming 
Home to their Father’s house! 

Since we are going to have such a 
glorious future, surely we should daily 
become more like our Saviour. We will 
become like Him if we are filled with 
the Holy Spirit. Turn to Galatians 5: 
22 and see if we can learn this verse 
before class time ends. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
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For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


God’s Promise 
(Matt. 4:12-17, 23-25) 


O YOU have the promise of some- 

thing nice for Christmas? Isn’t 
it hard to wait two whole weeks? 
But you do know just when you will 
get it! 

God made a Christmas promise long 
ago, but nobody knew how long people 
would have to wait! Would you like 
that? God’s promise was about light 
and about a baby. At Christmastime 


we have so many lights! What is the 
brightest and prettiest you have seen} 
Light makes you happy and takes away 
fear of the dark, doesn’t it? (If the 
Christmas decorations include lights 
turn them on.) God’s promise of light 
was for people in a certain place. Yoy 
can find the place in Isaiah 9:1, 2 and 
on the map. Now comes the promise 
about Christmas and the baby (vv. 6, 
7.) Who would be born in that baby? 
God come to earth! But when would 
He come? When would He brighten 
up all life by His light of love and 
help? When would He be made King? 
Would that first Christmas come two 
weeks after the promise? two years? 
two hundred years? 

Over seven hundred years! Who 
would expect a promise to be kept 
after that time? But it was! First 
came one baby, then another! Remem- 
ber the old father and his happy poem 
about the babies? Who will read it 
again to us? (Luke 1:68.) Which baby 
is that? (Picture of baby Jesus.) God 
is really visiting His people, isn’t He? 
Coming to live right with them! Go- 
ing to die on the cross to redeem them 
—save them! Now read verses 76, 71. 
Which baby is that? (Picture of John 
the Baptist.) Next, verses 78, 79. Which 
baby is that? 

“The dayspring,” morning light, has 
come! We will save the story of His 
coming to earth for our Christmas Day 
story. The baby grew up without many 
people knowing who He was. The light 
was not seen very much during His 
growing up days. But at last came the 
time for the light promise to be kept. 
Read about it in Matthew 4:12, 13. 
Yes, John the Baptist was put in prison! 
(Explain why. Locate the places men- 
tioned in the verses.) Matthew knew 
about the promise (vv. 14-16). The 
Light, the Wonderful Counsellor 
preached and taught, bringing joy to 
people’s hearts for sins forgiven and 
the coming of God’s Kingdom (vv. 1], 
23ab). The mighty God, The everlast- 
ing Father used His power and love to 
help all who were in the darkness of 
trouble and discouragement and death 
(vv. 23c, 24). No wonder people came 
from north and south and east! (v. 25.) 


And now we come to Him, though 
we can no longer see Him! Yes, He 
even comes into our hearts to live and 
give us light and joy—the Lord Jesus 
Himself has made us that promise! 
(Rev. 3:20.) Lift up the doors of your 
heart and ask Him in today as we 
“sing” David’s song of joy (Psa. 24). 

Learn the Golden Text (Isa. 9:6) 
rather than the Memory Verse (Matt. 
4:23). Ask each child beforehand to 
bring a used Christmas card with 4 
picture of the baby Jesus, or furnish 
small Madonna and child pictures of 
seals, to make a Christmas card. Neatly 
paste the nativity picture on the out- 
side of a folder made from a sheet of 
typewriter, art, or construction papel. 
If there is room, the first statement of 
the verse may be copied on the cover, 
otherwise put ab on the second pagé, 
c on the third, and d on the back, 
listing the names in a column. Let the 
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children make a decorative award when 
they have memorized this long verse. 
Two oval Madonna seals, which can be 
secured from religious or other supply 
centers, may be stuck together inclos- 
ing a Short length of colored string to 
attach to a Christmas tree—the class 
tree or the home tree. 
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Ss a Sm 


For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


SUALLY the Harris family has fam- 

ily worship around the table after 
supper. But during the month of De- 
cember they always have family worship 
in the living room. Very often Daddy 
reads the Bible by candlelight. The fam- 
ily always enjoys this and each year they 
can hardly wait until the month of 
December rolls around. Almost every 
night during the whole month, Daddy 
reads about the coming of the Lord 
Jesus. Sometimes he reads the proph- 
ecies that were written long, long be- 
fore the Lord Jesus was born but that 
tell clearly about His coming. Some- 
times the reading is about what hap- 
pened after the Lord Jesus came. 
During Christmas week the readings are 
all about the actual birth of the pre- 
cious Son of God. 

One night Daddy had a big candle 
and twelve small candles set up on 
the coffee table. Not one of them was 
lighted. “Now,” Daddy said, “we are 
going to turn out all of the lights. So 
everyone make sure that you are com- 
fortable.” So saying, Daddy turned 
out the lights. He explained, “While 
the Lord Jesus was here on earth, He 
said, ‘I am the light of the world: he 
that followeth me shall not walk in 
darkness, but shall have the light of 
life’ (John 8:12). The people should 
have known at once that God’s Son 
had come into the world. Long, long 
before His coming Isaiah the prophet 
had spoken of the coming of the Son 
of God saying that His Son would be 
‘a light.’ 

“We know very little of the early 
days of the Lord Jesus on earth. It is 
not until He is a grown man that we 
learn what He did. He began preach- 
ing in His own city, Nazareth. But He 
was not wanted there. As a matter of 
fact, the people tried to destroy Him 
(Luke 4:29). Leaving His own town, 
He went to the city of Capernaum. 
This was a long way from the city of 
Jerusalem—the city where the people 
went to worship God—where the light 
of God’s Word shone brightly. The 
farther we go from light, the less light 
we have, of course. When we are here 
in the living room,” Father Harris con- 
tinued, “with the lights on, it is per- 
fectly bright. When we go upstairs to 








the bedroom, however, we cannot see 
a thing even though all of the living 
room lights are on. Why? Because we 
are too far from the light. 

“So the people who lived in Caper- 
naum were far, far from the house of 
God, the place where the Word of God 
was taught. As a result, they were in 
the dark. The Word of God was not 
bright and shiny to them. However, 
when the Lord Jesus went to that city, 
He said, ‘The people which sat in 
darkness saw great light . . . light is 
sprung up’ (Matt. 4:16).” Daddy 
Harris lighted a candle. What a warm 
friendly glow it made! The Harris 
family liked it. 

“When the Lord Jesus said these 
words, He was saying the same thing 
that the prophet had said many years 
before (Isa. 42:6, 7). He wanted the 
people to know that He was the Son of 
God that had been promised. What 
He wanted them to know in those 
days, He wants us to know today. At 
once He began to preach to the people. 
He explained that they were sinners. 
He told them they would have to be 
sorry (repent) for their sin. And there 
in that city of Capernaum where the 
darkness of sin had been for so long, 
“the light of life” shone. The people 
heard Him preach. His preaching was 
different from anything they had ever 
heard before. They saw Him do mir- 
acles. He healed people of all kinds 
of sicknesses. They brought to Him 
those whose diseases seemed incurable. 
But for Him, nothing is impossible. 
Great crowds followed Him and many 
believed on Him. There were twelve 
who followed Him almost all through 
His life.” Daddy lighted the other can- 
dles from the big one. “His followers 
became lights in the world. And the 
light spread further and brighter. Are 
you a light for Him? You should be, 
you know.” 


MILLERSVILLE, Pa. 
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This Week’s Questions Answered 
(The Questions are on page 935) 


1. Gentiles. 

2. These Gentiles were heathen. 

3. Christ began His ministry there 
(Matt. 4: 13-17). 

4. Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty 
God, The everlasting Father, The Prince 
of Peace. 


5. Justice; judgment; peace. 

6. The throne of David. 

7. He was “made under the law 

(Gal. 4:4). 

8. (1) His Son, and (2) the Spirit. 
9. Into sonship. 

10. Heirship. 
WEstT PALM BEACH, FLA. 
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Do not fear the face of man. Re- 
member how small their anger will 
appear in_ eternity.—Robert Murray 
McCheyne. 
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The Leading Commentary 
for Over 40 Years! 


THE DOUGLASS 
SUNDAY SCHOOL 
LESSONS, 
1901 


edited by 
Earl L. 
Douglass 





y om more 
than ever before, there is 
a vital. need for sound, bible- 
centered Christian education. 
This is certainly one of the most 
important and powerful tools the 
Church can use to counter the 
spread of athiestic materialism. 
To help your Sunday School 
meet this great challenge, here 
is the 1961 edition of Dr. Doug- 
lass’ commentary on the Inter- 
national Sunday School Lessons. 








SPECIAL FEATURES 


In this commentary Dr. Douglass explains 
scriptural passages in full for every Sun- 
day, developing their meaning and their 
relevance to modern times (King James 
version used throughout). In addition, the 
author provides carefully selected audio- 
visual aids, outside readings, hints and 
suggestions for improving teaching tech- 
niques and study methods. The lessons 
feature the Gospel of 
St. John, Biblical 
Wisdom and Ethical 
Problems, Personali- 
ties of the New Tes- 
tament, and Chris- 
tian Growth. Each 
lesson is fully 
blocked out, with 
emphasis on the im- 
portance of a thorough knowledge of Scrip- 
ture in the life of a Christian. 











Dr. Douglass’ long experience and 
his skill as a writer and a teacher 
make this a valuable guide to every- 
day Christian living, as well as an 
excellent source book in expository 
preaching ! 


At all bookstores 


The Macmillan © 


60 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 11, N. Y. 


$3.25 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 


department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
$25 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the year 1961 
~ be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
Any Sin Taken.—His name shall be 

called Wonderful (Isa. 9:6, Golden 
Text). A man came to a missionary 
at the close of a service and said: 
“Did I understand you to say that this 
Jesus of whom you are preaching can 
take away all my sins?” “Yes, I did.” 
“T think you said too much. He might 
help a fellow, but He could never take 
away all my sins.” “Oh, yes, He can.” 
“But you do not know me. You do 
not know what a sinner I am. I am 
an impure man. Can He take away 
my sin?” “Yes.” “Well, do you know 
that I am a liar. I am an opium 
smoker, and have been an opium 
smoker for nineteen years. You know 
perfectly well that no man who has 
smoked opium for nineteen years can 
ever be cured. Now, do you suppose 
that He can take away my sin?” “Yes, 
sir, He can take away your sin.” “Well,” 
said he, “He is a wonderful Saviour,” 
and he could not get the thought out of 
his mind: “This Saviour can take away 
all my sin.” He could not believe it. 
He came to the missionary over and 
over and over again; and one morning 
. Some weeks after, he came running 
into the mission premises. “Oh, yes,” 
he exclaimed, “I know it. I have found 
it, I have found it. He has taken away 
my sin.”"—From the Expositor. Sent 
by B. M. Dobbin, Richmond, Kans. 


Touch of Light.—They that dwell in 
the land of the shadow of death, upon 
them hath the light shined (Isa. 9:2). 
An artist once drew a picture of a 
wintry twilight—the trees heavily 
laden with snow, and a dreary, dark 
house, lonely and desolate in the midst 
of the storm. It was a sad picture. 
Then, with a quick stroke of yellow 
crayon, he put a light in one window. 
The effect was magical. The entire 
scene was transformed into a vision 
of comfort and cheer. The birth of 
Christ was just such a light in a dark 
world—From Moody Monthly. Sent 
by Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 
Prize illustration. 


Fire Spreads——This shall be with 
burning and fuel of fire (Isa. 9:5). 
Some years ago, in 1872, in Chicago a 
woman was milking her cow, and there 
was a little lamp of oil, a little flicker- 
ing flame. The cow kicked over the 
lamp, and the flame kindled a wisp of 
hay, and another wisp, until all the 
hay in the stable was on fire, and the 
next building was on fire, and the next, 
and the next! The fire spread over 
the river to the main part of Chicago, 
and swept on until, within a territory 
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one mile wide and three miles long, 
there were only two buildings stand- 
ing. The little flame from that lamp 
had laid Chicago in ashes! If the fire 
of God shall fall now, you may be 
only a little wisp of hay, but if it sets 
you on fire, the fire will communicate 
itself to another, and that to another; 
it will burn on and on, till the remotest 
part of the earth is touched by the 
holy fire of God—From the Rev. R. A. 
Torrey, D.D. Sent by Elisabeth Ed- 
munds, Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. 


Four Questions Answered.—God sent 
forth his Son (Gal. 4:4). Four ques- 
tions we can answer about the sending 
forth of God’s Son: How? To be born 
of a woman (Gal. 4:4). When? In 
the fullness of time, i.e., at just the 
right moment (Gal. 4:4). Where? Into 
the world (John 3:17). Why? That 
the world through Him might be saved 
(John 3:17). That we might live 
through Him (1 John 4:9). To be the 
propitiation for our sins (1 John 4:10). 
Because He loved us (1 John 4:9).— 
From the Sunday School Times. Sent 
by Mrs. M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, 
Eng. 


Fairies Could Not Do It.—God sent 
forth his Son... to redeem them (Gal. 
4:4, 5). There is a lovely little pool 
of water on the mountainside near 
Tarbet, Loch Lomond, called the Fairy 
Loch. If you look into it you will see 
a great many colors in the waters, 
owing to the varied nature of the ma- 
terials that form its bottom. There is 
a beautiful legend about it which says 
that the fairies used to dye things for 
the people round about, if a specimen 
of the color wanted was left along 
with the cloth on the brink of the pool 
at sunset. One evening a shepherd left 
beside the Fairy Loch the fleece of a 
black sheep and placed upon it a white 
woolen thread to show that he wished 
the fleece dyed white. This fairly puz- 
zled the good fairies. They could dye 
a white fleece any color, but to make 
a black fleece white was impossible. 
In despair they threw all their colors 
into the Loch, giving it its present 
strange appearance, and disappeared 
forever. What the fairies could not do 
beside the Fairy Loch, Christ can do 
beside the fountain opened for sin and 
uncleanness. He can make the blackest 
heart white—From the British Weekly. 
Sent by J. A. Clark, Southport, Eng. 


Substitute in Chains—To redeem 
them that were under the law, that we 
might receive the adoption of sons 
(Gal. 4:5). During the Indian Mutiny, 
some of the English were defeated, and 
a number of them were captured and 
taken prisoners to what was then the 
headquarters of the sepoys. Among 
the captured was a man who was badly 
wounded and bleeding. He was lying 
helpless on the floor when an Indian 
officer came in and started to wrap a 
long chain about each of the English 
officers. When the Indian approached 
the man lying on the floor, so weak 
from loss of blood that he could not 
move, and started to wrap and lock 


the chain about him, a brother English. 
man, named Baird, leaped to his feet 
and pushed the Indian officer back 
until he went staggering against the 
wall, and cried out, “Man, have yoy 
neither heart nor sympathy? Dont 
you see this man is suffering from his 
wounds, and could make no attempt 
to escape if he wanted to? You are 
not going to add to his burdens by 
compelling him to lie there with a 
chain wrapped about him!” Said the 
Indian officer: “There are as many 
chains as there are prisoners, and every 
chain must be worn.” Then said Baird: 
“You may put two chains on me; I 
will wear mine and his.” It was done; 
his captors locked two chains around 
him, carried him out, and dropped him 
into the infamous “well of Calcutta.” 
The other man, unchained, eventually 
went back to England. Until the day 
he died, he never tired of sounding the 
praises of the man who, wearing his 
chain, had made it possible for him to 
creep back again into the arms of his 
wife and children—From Harold F. 
Graham in the King’s Business. Sent 
by Albert Mygatt, Blue Springs, Nebr. 


A Great Legacy.—Wherefore thou art 
no more a servant, but a son; and if a 
son, then an heir of God through 
Christ (Gal. 4:7). A cultured man, 
brought literally to the gutter through 
drink, was converted at a tramps’ mis- 
sion. The following day he boarded a 
train. 
for the passenger’s clothes told of beg- 
gary, while his face reflected Heaven. 
“Why, mate,” he exclaimed, “you look 
as if someone’s died and left you a 
fortune.” “You are right there,” came 
the quick reply, “Jesus Christ has died 
and has given me His riches in glory.”— 
From Earnest Worker. Sent by M. 
Irene Jury, Glendale, Calif. 
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Two Called Home 
(Continued from page 926) 


tian youth movements came into exist- 
ence, he was broadcasting to young 
people over 450 stations. He pioneered 
the first nationwide Gospel program 
on television. 

Dr. Crawford was president of The 
Young People’s Church of the Air, Inc, 
which is presently constructing the 
world’s first Christian television station. 
The corporation also owns stations in 
Detroit, Mich., Hammond, Ind., Lan- 
caster, Pa., and will soon add stations in 
Miami, Fla., and Des Moines, Iowa. 

He was also president of The King’s 
College, a four-year liberal arts school 
in Briarcliffe Manor, New York. He 
directed three large summer camps: 
Shadowbrook, Mountainbrook, and Pine- 
brook Bible Conference. 

Dr. Crawford was in wide demand as 
an evangelistic preacher. He founded 
bookstores in Philadelphia, Washington, 
and Ocean City, N. J. He was co-direc- 
tor of Pinebrook Book Clubs and 34 
director of Youtharama, Philadelphia, 
which is attended by an average of 1600 
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young people two Saturday nights a 
month. 

An overflow throng attended Dr. 
Crawford’s memorial service held in 
Philadelphia’s Town Hall on November 
6. Dr. Billy Graham, a long-time friend 
of Dr. Crawford, preached at the service. 

Dr. Crawford is survived by his wife, 
the former Ruth Duvall, four sons, and 
a daughter. 


we 


Withstanding God 
(Continued from page 931) 


ficence—not forgetting to thank Him, 
nor losing our sense of urgency for the 
needs of His business, but unconsciously 
feeling that, somehow, we are deserving 
of His love and mercy, and that while 
God has been good to us, we are able 
also to be good to Him. We apparently 
lose sight of the absolute grace and 
mercy of God, and allow the idea of 
works—not as the result of His sover- 
eign grace, but with the subtle thought 
of ssmehow paying our way, as it were 
—to creep in. Thereby we fail to con- 
tinue in His Word, and are not to the 
fullest possible extent His disciples. 
Having been bought with a price, 
unqualified surrender is our only rea- 
sonable service. We must bear in mind 
constantly and conscientiously the ever 
timely reminder of Paul, that God hath 
“saved us, and called us with an holy 
calling, not according to our works, but 
according to his own purpose and grace 
which was given us in Christ Jesus 
before the world began” (2 Tim. 1:9). 
If by His grace and Spirit we never 
lose sight of the holy and eternal na- 
ture of God’s purpose in us, we will 
never be guilty of withstanding God. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, December 11 


1. The Word Takes Form 
(Col. 4:13-18) 


Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

EADING up to the topic for Christ- 

mas Sunday, December 25, which 
appropriately has to do with the com- 
ing of Christ in human form, or, as 
John speaks of this marvelous event, 
“the Word was made flesh” (John 1:14), 
we are to have two topics that should 
tell us how the New Testament came 
into being, and something of the op- 
Position and difficulties it met, and still 
Meets, from those who for one reason 
or another have opposed it and sought 
to destroy it. 
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Christian history tells us that at a 
very early date the books of the New 


Testament as we now have them were 
accepted by the Christian Church as 
genuine and inspired of God. It will 
be impossible in one short meeting to 
cover all the interesting facts concern- 
ing the various manuscripts of New 
Testament books that are now existent, 
and the many letters of the Church 
Fathers that we know about which 
quote from our New Testament. It 
should be sufficient in a short meeting 
such as this to say that there are very 
few verses in our New Testament about 
which there is any reasonable question, 
and that none of these involve any 
fundamental teaching of the Christian 
faith. 
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Of the four Gospels, it is generally 
believed that Matthew was written first, 
probably as early as A.D. 37. It was 
closely followed by Luke’s Gospel and 
Mark’s Gospel. Matthew was an apos- 
tle of the Lord Jesus, sometimes called 
Levi. Luke, while not an apostle, was 
closely associated with Paul. Mark, or 
John Mark, was a nephew of Barnabas, 
and it is generally believed that Peter 
was the human source of the infor- 
mation found in Mark’s Gospel. These 
three Gospels are often called the Syn- 
optic Gospels because so much ma- 
terial is common to all three. The 
fourth Gospel was written by John the 
Apostle, perhaps as late as A.D. 90. 
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Sometimes the question is asked, Why 
do we have four Gospels all portraying 
the earthly life of the Lord Jesus? The 
answer is that each of these four deals 
primarily with some different aspect of 
the character of Christ. In Matthew, 
He may be seen as the King, sym- 
bolized by the lion. In Mark, He is the 
patient Worker, or God’s suffering Serv- 
ant, symbolized by the ox. In Luke, 
which emphasizes His humanity, He is 
seen as the perfect Man. In John, He 
is presented as the Son of God, sym- 
bolized by the eagle. 
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The Epistles are, as their names indi- 
cate, letters written by Paul, James, 
Peter, Jude, and John to various Chris- 
tian groups or individuals. The person 
or persons to whom they are addressed 
is usually indicated in the letter. The 
authorship of only one of these is some- 
times questioned today. There are 
some that are not sure that Paul wrote 
the Book of Hebrews. However, many 
Christians today believe that there is 
considerable evidence in the language 
and general construction of the book 
to support the claim that Paul wrote 
it. Many of these letters, or epistles, 
were circulated among the early 
churches and were admitted for reading 
at public services at an early date. 
Some of them, possibly even before the 
Gospels were generally available. 
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Not all of the books that comprise 
our New Testament were universally 
accepted at once as the inspired Word 
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Aon for TEACHER { 


W AUTOMATIC PENCIL 
FOR CHALK 


Encourage teacher’s efforts with 
this practical token of your ap- 
preciation—HAND-GIENIC, the au- 
tomatic pencil that uses any stand- 
ard blackboard chalk or pastels. Ends 
forever messy chalk dust on hands and 
clothes. No more recoiling from fingernails 
scratching on board, screeching or crum- 
bling chalk. At the push of a button, chalk #3 & 
ejects or retracts. Scientifically balanced, it 
makes chalk writing or drawing a smooth 
pleasure. 

















DIFFERENT GIFT 
OF LASTING USEFULNESS 


Every teaching hour teacher will bless 
HAND-GIENIC . . . and your child. Sturdy 
metal construction. 1-YR. WRITTEN GUAR- 
ANTEE. And what an impressive jewel-like 
appearance! 22K gold-plated cap contrasts beauti- 
fully with onyx-black barrel. Distinctive to use, 
thoughtful to give. Send $2 for one, only $5 for set 
of 3. Postage free. Satisfaction or money back. Same- 
day shipment. ORDER TODAY. Not sold in stores. 


HAND-GIENIC Dept. 337, 2384 W. Flagler St. 


Miami 35, Fla. 





Save Money on 


CHRISTMAS GIFTS 


Top quality line of ladies nylon hosiery, support 
stockings, underwear, slipper sox and leotard tights 
for Mothers and . me We pay postage. 
scriptive literature FREE. 
Send name and address to 
TEXTILES by CONFIDENCE 
Lake Ariel, Penna. 





In the Times now in its 102nd Year, 
advertisers find an influential group of 
readers, and readers find a helpful group 
of dependable advertisements. 





NOW for the first time 


Pilgrim Bible 
with Concordance 


123x — A favorite among annotated 
Bibles is now presented with Con- 
cordance. This, plus the many other 
famous Pilgrim Bible features, will 
make it even easier to read, under- 
stand, and use. 123x is bound in 
French Morocco, half circuit, simu- 
lated leather lining, round corners, 
red under gold edges. $17.00 


SHERWOOD E. WIRT, Pastor, Hillside 
Presbyterian Church, Oakland, Cali- 
fornia, says: “The Pilgrim Bible 
meets the need for a simple working 
instrument that would clarify the text 
for the average layman... We thank 
God for it.”” JAMES W. MERCER, D.D., 
calls it “the best Bible in print.” 


The Pilgrim Bible ex- 
plains God’s Word while 
ou read. All notes, 

elps, etc., are pre- 
sented with utmost 
simplicity and appear 
on the same page with 
the verse to which they 
refer. Dr. E. Schuyler 
English and 37 contrib- 
utors produced this an- 
notated edition of the 
AUTHORIZED KING JAMES 
VERSION. In various 
bindings from $5.75 at 
your bookseller. 


OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS 
16-00 Pollitt Drive, Fair Lawn, N. J. 
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of God. But by the time of the Council 
of Carthage in A.D. 397, all the twenty- 
seven books that comprise our present- 
day New Testament were recognized 
by the great body of Christians as 
canonical. It is not correct, however, 
to say that the inspiration of the books 
of our New Testament was decided by 
the councils of men. Martin Luther 
has written, “A council cannot make 
that to be of Scripture which is not 
by nature Scripture.” Calvin said that 
“It is a most pernicious error” to hold 
“that the Scriptures have only so much 
weight as is conceded to them by the 
suffrages of the Church; as though,” he 
adds, “the eternal and inviolable truth of 
God depended on the arbitrary will of 
men.” The Scriptures are God-given, 
as they claim to be, through men in- 
spired of the Holy Spirit to declare 
them. Added to this, the test of the 
right of a book to be placed in the 
Scriptures may be stated as threefold; 
(1) external evidence, such as the his- 
toric testimony of the Church; (2) in- 
ternal evidence from the book itself, 
determined in part by the consensus 
of Christian scholarship; and (3) the 
witness of the Spirit to the truth and 
authority of the Word in the hearts of 
believers. 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


December 5 to 11 


Mon.—Isaiah 9:1-7. 
God’s Promise of a Saviour. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “For unto us a 
child is born, unto us a son is given: 
and the government shall be upon his 
shoulder: and his name shall be called 
Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, 
The everlasting Father, The Prince of 
Peace.” The long-promised Saviour 
came in the “fulness of time.” God 
keeps His promises. God, in the gift 
of His Son hath all His mighty works 
outdone. God will also fulfill the prom- 
ises relating to Christ’s second advent. 
Keep looking for His reappearing. Pray 
for Talbot Theological Seminary, La 
Mirada, Calif. 


Tues.—Micah 5:2-4. 
The Saviour’s Birthplace. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Thou, Bethle- 
hem Ephratah, though thou be little 
among the thousands of Judah, yet out 
of thee shall he come forth unto me 
that is to be ruler in Israel; whose 
goings forth have been from of old, 
from everlasting.” David’s town is the 
most honored in all the earth. Over 
the Saviour’s birthplace angels sang, 
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shepherds heard the first news of the 
Gospel and the Wise Men were the 
first to bow the knee in worship of 
our Lord. Infidelity comes against a 
mighty rock in Bible prophecies _ and 
their fulfillment. No place is more re- 
membered than Bethlehem. Pray for 
John Brown University, Siloam Springs, 
Ark. 


Wed.—Psalm 72:12-19. 
The Messiah Foretold. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “In his days shall 
the righteous flourish; and abundance 
of peace so long as the moon endureth” 
(v. 7). This prophecy has in view the 
first and second comings of our Lord. 
Salvation is stressed in the first part of 
the above verse, and Christ’s rule on 
earth as Messiah, in the latter portion. 
Israel’s rejection of their Lord made 
salvation available to us Gentiles. Op- 
portunity to avail ourselves of the ben- 
efits of the Gospel is fast coming to a 
close. The Lord will turn again His 
hand a second time to recover Israel. 
Signs point to the hastening of that 
day. Pray for the Inter-Varsity Chris- 
tian Fellowship, Chicago. 


Thurs.—Isaiah 53:1-12. 
The Suffering Servant. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “It pleased the 
Lord to bruise him; he hath put him 
to grief: when thou shalt make his 
soul an offering for sin, he shall see 
his seed, he shall prolong his days, and 
the pleasure of the Lord shall prosper 
in his hand.” The mystery stated here 
is marvelously set before us in John 
3:16. Meditate on the mystery of it. 
Remember Paul’s words: “Who loved 
me, and gave himself for me” (Gal. 
2:20). “Amazing pity! grace unknown! 
and love beyond degree!”—Isaac Watts. 
Pray for National Sunday School As- 
sociation, Chicago. 


Fri—Matthew 4:12-17, 23-25. 
The Ministry of Jesus. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Preaching the 
gospel of the kingdom, and healing all 
manner of sickness and all manner of 
disease among the people.” Thus it 
was predicted and our Lord, the first 
preacher of the Gospel, gave signs at- 
testing His fulfillment of prophecies 
(Matt. 11:2-6). His messiahship was 
“approved of God by miracles 
and wonders and signs, which God did 
by him” (Acts 2:22). His miracles 
proved His messiahship. Israel’s re- 
pentance is as certain as God is true. 
(See Rom. 11:26-34.) Pray for the 
Friends of Israel Missionary and Relief 
Society, Philadelphia. 


Sat.—Galatians 4:4-7. 
Redemption through the Saviour. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “To redeem them 
that were under the law, that we might 
receive the adoption of sons.” Christ 
only could and did in love pay the 
price necessary to release us from the 
bondage of sin and Satan. “Christ hath 
redeemed us from the curse of the law, 
being made a curse for us: for it is 
written, Cursed is every one that hang- 
eth on a tree: That the blessing of 
Abraham . through Jesus Christ; 


that we might receive the promise of 
the Spirit through faith” (Gal. 3:'13, 14), 
“Amazing grace!” Pray for Detroit 
Bible Institute, Detroit, Mich. 


Sun.—Isaiah 12. Praise for Salvation. 


PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: The Lord Je. 
hovah is my strength and my song; he 
also is become my salvation.” Be al- 
ways joyful in God your Saviour. Let 
your lips be always full of praise to 
Him for salvation. Enter His presence 
with thanksgiving and praise. Never 
forget the great things the Lord hag 
done for you. Pray for Billy Graham’ 
ministry. 
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Shopping Prospects on the 
Christian Fellowship Cruise 


URACAO is the largest of the six 

islands in the Netherlands Wes} 
Indies, 38 miles north of the Venezuelan 
Coast. Discovered in 1499, it has an 
area of 173 square miles and a popu- 
lation of about 120,000, over half of 
whom live in the city of Willemstad, 
which is the port of call for the cruise, 
Many language groups live on the is- 
land and, while most of the people 
speak English and Dutch, the common 
language is Papiamento. Willemstad, 
the capital, has been a trading post 
for over 300 years and has a low duty 
rate of 3 per cent. No sightseeing trip 
is included here because most tourists 
wish to see all the shops. European 
cameras and photographie supplies and 
jewelry are high on the list of articles 
desired. Swiss watches can be pur- 
chased here very cheaply. Famous 
make French perfumes are very cheap. 
Silk and carved ivory from the Orient, 
Brazilian and Argentine leather goods, 
Portuguese embroideries and laces, 
Spanish shawls, Irish linen, Panama 
hats, delftware porcelain, silverware 
and brassware, and Dutch dolls for sou- 
venirs are among the wonderful buys of 
the island. A list of places of interest 
in Willemstad will be provided by the 
steamship. 

This second Christian Fellowship 
Cruise to the West Indies will leave 
New York on January 30, 1961, and 
will return to New York on February 
16, 1961. Other places to be visited are 
St. Thomas, V. I.; Martinique; Venezuela; 
Cartagena, Colombia; Cristobal with a 
trip to the canal locks and the city of 
Panama; Jamaica; and Haiti. Sight- 
seeing trips are included in six of the 
above. The Canadian Pacific’s SS 
Empress of England will be the “float- 
ing hotel” of the cruise. It is superbly 
fitted, being both air-conditioned and 
stabilized. y, 

Each morning before breakfast, the 
Christian Fellowship group will meet 
for devotions and Bible study led by 
Mr. Jaeger, who with Mrs. Jaeger will 
be with the tour throughout. 
tractive folder giving all details, in- 
cluding costs, is available. If you are 
interested send a card to Mr. Harry J. 
Jaeger, The Sunday School Times Co. 
325 No. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 
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